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2022-2024 

Elected Officers 

Commander 

Lute Lee 

1st Lt Commander 

Allen Lawrence 

Adjutant 

David Hill 

Chaplain 

Jeffrey Jinks 

Appointed Staff 

2nd Lt. Commander 

Aide-de-Camp 

Keith Porter 

Quartermaster 

John Long 

Newsletter Editor 

Allen Lawrence 

Next Camp Meetings 

MAY 4, 2023 

JUNE 6, 2023 

Camp meetings begin at 7:00 pm on the first 
Thursday of each month at 

Shane’s Seafood & BBQ 
9176 Mansfield Road, Shreveport 

Family & Friends are welcome 

Come early and dine 
 

Quote 

"If the South should lose, it means 
that the history of the heroic struggle 
will be written by the enemy, that our 

youth will be trained by Northern 
school teachers, will be impressed by 
all of the influences of history and ed- 
ucation to regard our gallant dead as 
traitors and our maimed veterans as 

fit subjects for derision” 

– General Patrick Cleburne – - 

 



 
 
 

 

NOW OPEN - The National Confederate Museum in Columbia, TN at SCV Headquarters! 
 
 

 

Pleasant Hill 2023 by Marc Anderson 
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The Louisiana Division had established a Guardian Program that is designed to pre- 
serve the final resting places of our Confederate ancestors and document them for fu- 
ture generations. It can be your own Confederate ancestor or any other Confederate 

 
You must submit a Guardian Application Form to become part of 
the program. There is a one-time cost of $10 for the first grave 
you commit to maintain, for which you will receive a Guardian 
Pin and a Guardian Certificate. For each additional grave you 
sign up for, there is a one-time fee of $3 to cover the cost of the 
Certificate. You may sign up for as many graves as you wish, but 
please remember you are making a solemn commitment to 
maintain these graves. 

 

For details on the program you can click the following links: 

 

- Louisiana Division Website: www.lascv.com/index.html 

 

- Guardian Info Sheet: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/info.pdf 

 

- Guardian Application Form: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/form.pdf 
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COMMANDERS 
DISPATCH 

 

from Taylor Camp 

Commander Lute Lee 

luteglee@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 

In memory of our southern cause and our gallant forefathers who died in defense of their 
homes and families and local self-government – a God-given right – and for the belief that the 
Confederate States of America was a defense of the original meaning of the written United 
States Constitution! 

 
Do we celebrate Memorial Day? Or do we commemorate a false narrative that disparages the 
memories of our fallen heroes? 

 
I submit these "research" articles as examples of how the nationalist indoctrination is prevalent 
in today's society! There are so many quotes from our departed Southern scholars that foretold 
that the northern tyrants would "train our youth in their version of truth" – a twisted version of 
the facts! Among these men were Robert E. Lee and Patrick Cleburne just to name two of our 
southern heroes. 

MAY 2023 The Louisiana Tiger Page 5 

mailto:luteglee@gmail.com


 

 

 

My point today is this: my research for the origin of Memorial Day led me to these articles in 
which our northern adversaries claimed total responsibility for putting in place on our calen- 
dar "Memorial Day" – a commemoration by the victors of the war! Barely a mention is made 
of the widows and orphans of the South who began to decorate the graves wherever they 
found them. 

 
The Yankee empire, all over the conquered Southland, had forbidden the ladies from decorat- 
ing the graves. Martial law imposed in the South during Reconstruction operated against such 
memorials, threatening punishment against the ladies if caught with flowers for the purpose 
of decorating the graves of Confederate heroes. I credit the brave southern ladies for the 
origin of the Memorial Day that pays our solemn respect for our veterans of all wars - no 
matter what the Google research says. 

 
So today my rant is two-fold – first, realizing that our history has been tainted by a warped 
Yankee influence and more importantly, propagating the truth and practice of our observance 
of Memorial Day that honors our Southern heroes to our younger generations! 

 
May the awe-inspiring colors remain aloft in memorial of the four years of turmoil contend- 

ing against the Yankees marauders! 

The South shall rise again! 

Lute Lee, Commander 

 
Lt General Richard Taylor - Camp 1308 
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Please remember that the information contained in the Adjutant’s Report is a recording of our most 
recent Camp Meeting’s minutes. It is not meant to be a calendar for future events. Sometimes the in- 
formation in this section may seem repetitive or outdated, but it is important that we accurately re- 
port our camp minutes. The minutes will be open for discussion at the next camp meeting where we 
can vote to make adjustments or corrections or accept them as they are. 

Adjutant’s Report — APRIL 2023 
 

David Hill, Adjutant 
The April 6th 2023 meeting of the Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor Camp was brought to order at 7PM 
by Commander Lute Lee. 

 
The invocation was given by Camp Chaplain Jeff Jinks, the Salute to the Confederate Flag was 
led by PCiC Chuck McMichael, the Charge was recited by John Long. 

 
Commander Lee welcomed all members, visitors, and guests. 

 
There were no new member applications, and one new member packet for John Racine IV, not 
being present, his packet will be given to JC Hanna, who is a relative. 

 
Adjutant David Hill announced that he had one Division Challenge coin left and Paul Gram- 
ling had several. He then read the Resolution sent from HQ in remembrance of Will Mason, he 
also read a thank you note from Will’s niece, Anne Reynolds, thanking us for attending his fu- 
neral and providing an honor guard. Adjutant Hill also reported on the completion of the place- 
ment of the reunion monument at Greenwood Cemetery. He reported the canopy used for the 
recruiting has seen better days and needs replacement. A motion to replace the canopy was 
made by Chuck McMichael and seconded by Paul Gramling. After a brief discussion the 
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Adjutants report continued from page 7 

motion was passed unanimously. 

 

The financial report was presented to the camp by Adjutant David Hill. A motion was made 
to accept by Allen Lawrence and seconded by Mark Williams. After a brief discussion, the 
motion to accept the financial report passed unanimously. Chuck McMichael commented on 
the excellent job members had done on the restoration of the reunion monument. Bobby 
Herring commended Keith Porter for the placement of flags and signs at Greenwood. Com- 
mander Lee asked Chuck McMichael to report on recent visit to Elm Springs; he reported on 
the donations by the camp to the National Confederate Museum of the time capsule artifacts 
and of Will Mason’s uniform. These were made on March 4th.. 

 
Commander Lee reported on cleanup done at Keatchie Cemetery in preparation for the an- 
nual memorial on April 15th. Several comments about Keatchie were made by members. 
Bobby Herring suggested we get a QR code about SCV membership placed at Keatchie. 

 
Commander Lee reported on upcoming events; Battle for Jefferson, May 5th -7th ; Annual 
Confederate History Month Memorial Service at Keatchie Cemetery, April 15th @2PM; 
Zwolle Logger Festival and Parade, April 21 & 22; Poke Salad Festival & Parade, 
Blanchard, May 13th; LA Division Reunion, Alexandria, May 19-20. 

 
Paul Gramling reported on events at National Level; litigation about the removal of the Con- 
federate Monument at Arlington Cemetery; attempts to change the law in GA to allow the 
removal of the carving at Stone Mountain; the National Reunion at Hot Springs in July. 

 
Visitor John Prime, local SUVCW member, reported that his organization was drafting a res- 
olution condemning the attempt to remove the Confederate Monument at Arlington and in- 
vited all members to the monthly meeting of their camp. Paul Gramling commented on his 
22nd wedding anniversary, and Chuck McMichael reported on the events at Bossier Mall in 
April 2001. Paul reported that due to these events, the New Yorker magazine sent a reported 
to cover the wedding and the events that transpired. 

 
Chuck McMichael reported on the debutante presentation at National Reunion, and a young 
lady from the Pleasant Hill community and would like the camp to sponsor her. A motion 
was made and seconded for the camp to sponsor Emily Miller as a debutante at our National 
Reunion, that passed unanimously. 

 
John Prime commented on the debutantes at the 1936 National UCV Reunion, and one of 
them, Karen Harmon, who is still alive. 

 
Ancestor birthdays were shared by David Hill, Emmet Wyche, Chuck McMichael, and Mark 
Williams. 
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A program on the Monument Movement was given by Ernest Blevins, West Va. Division 
Commander, who is visiting the area for work. 

 
The benediction was given by Jeff Jinks and the camp was led in “Dixie” by Frank Walsh. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 

Members at April 2023 Meeting (27) 

 
Lute Lee, Allen Lawrence, Paul Gramling, Jason Hall, JC Hanna, John Pleasant, Steve 
Woodall, Ray Meshell, David Hill, Jeff Jinks, Keith Porter, Chuck McMichael, Tommy 
Tomlinson, Bill Nichols, Bobby Herring, Marc Anderson, Gregg Montgomery, Emmett 
Wyche, Mark Williams, John Goddard, John Preston, Wilbur Snellings, Frank Walsh, Blake 
Gibson, Ken Walsh, John Long, Jack Bogues 

 
Visitors (9) Lynda Gramling, Austin Ladner, John & Lila Prime, Jackie Nichols, Ernest 
Blevins, (3 illegible) 

 

The Lt Gen Richard Taylor Camp 1308 of Shreveport, La had several members take part in 
the School Day for the 2023 Battle of Pleasant Hill Reenactment. Pictured here is Bobby 
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Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans 
 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate Veterans, 
New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 

 

 

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of 

the cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of 

the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles which he 

loved and which you love also, and those ideals which made him glorious 

and which you also cherish." 
 

 

 

 

Stephen Dill Lee (September 22, 1833 – May 28, 1908) 
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TAYLOR CAMP BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

 
May Birthdays 

May 1   John Ray Racine JR. 

May 5 Hershel Delbert Goar 

May 6 Douglas Leon Rushing 

May 17 Hagan L Morrison 

May 19   John Roy Racine IV 

May 21  John M Dyson Jr. 

May 25 William Dale Nichols 

May 25 Dick D Knadler 

May 27 Steven Troy Birdwell 

May 28 Spencer C Chumley 

May 28  John Michael Dyson Sr. 

May 29   Larry Wayne Burford 

 
Join Dates in May 

John Michael Dyson Sr. 22 years 

John L Hall 2 years 

Lute G Lee 8 years 

Hagan L Morrison  9 years 

Clarence Eugene Poimboeuf Jr 15 years 

Bobby R Welch 6 years 

Emmett Garrett Wyche Jr 7 years 

Kenneth Howard Walsh 7 years 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 

LOUISIANA DIVISION TENTATIVE 
 

MAY 2023 

6–7 Battle of Cypress Bayou Reenactment: 601 South Polk Street, Jefferson, TX (TMVI 
MAX EFFORT) 

11 Ward Camp #1971 SCV Meeting: 6:30 p.m. @ Sevin’s Cajun Restaurant, Farmerville 

13 Poke Salad Festival Parade: Blanchard 

19–20 Louisiana Division SCV Reunion: Holiday Inn, 701 Fourth Street, Alexandria 

26–28 Battle of Cuba Station: Gainesville, AL 

29 Hillcrest Cemetery Memorial: Bossier City 

 
JUNE 2023 

3 Northeast Brigade Confederate Memorial Day Service: * 

8 Ward Camp #1971 SCV Meeting: 6:30 p.m. @ Sevin’s Cajun Restaurant, Farmerville 

10 Confederate Navy Day: 10:30 a.m. @ Lake D’Arbonne Spillway, Farmerville 

17 June for Jude: Ride for St. Jude: Ft. Randolph/Ft. Buhlow State Historic Site, Pineville 

23–25 Battle of Gettysburg 160th Reenactment (PCWA): 1289 Blackhorse Tavern Rd, Gettys- 
burg, PA 
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Want to keep up with Current Events? 
 
You can have the latest news on what is going on in the Louisiana Division sent directly to you by e-mail. 

 

For Louisiana SCV members the best way to keep up with all the current events, dates, and times, around 

the state, is to subscribe to the Louisiana Tiger Courier. Just e-mail Richard Gandy at news@lascv.com and 
ask him to add you to the list. 

Keep the following in your 
Prayers 

Will Mason, Lynda Grambling 

Daniel Burford, John Bullock 

Jewel Rushing, Donald Carrol 

 
 

Members get your application to me at 
the meeting and I will notarize this docu- 
ment. No Cost to MEMBERS 

Allen 
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Support our Northwest Brigade 

Brother Camps 

(all camp meetings begin at 7:00 pm) 

Col. Samuel Russell Camp – Natchitoches (every second Tuesday) 

560 2nd Street (next to Fire Station) 

Col. James Beard Camp – Logansport (every second Thursday) 

DeSoto Parish Library 203 Hwy 5 Logansport 

Claiborne Invincibles Camp – Claiborne Parish (every fourth Thursday) 

Country Cottage Restaurant in Arcadia (Hwy 151 South – just south of I-20 at exit 69 

 
 
 

Are you following our Camp 
on Facebook? 

Get all the latest Camp information and pictures 
on the 

Taylor Camp Facebook Page 

Don’t forget to “LIKE” us and “SHARE” with your 
friends 

Listed on Facebook as 

Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor Camp #1308, Sons of 

Confederate Veterans 
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“Chaplain’s Chat” 

by Taylor Camp Chaplain 

Jeffrey Jinks DMin 

jajinks@gmail.com 

 

Gunshots are loud. None have been louder than the shot fired on April 19, 1775…the “shot 
heard ‘round the world.” This phrase stems from the opening shot[s] fired at Lexington and 
Concord that sparked the American Revolution. Actually, though not a gunshot, the opening 
shots that sparked the American Revolution were not fired by soldiers, but by the clergymen 
of the day: the American Revolution began in the Christian pulpit! Yes, I know…no history 
book I ever studied in public education taught me that, either! 

 
Pastors of that day preached resounding sermons that resonated throughout New England; 
these powerful messages from God’s men in God’s pulpits stirred the patriot fervor in citizens 
as congregations were taught about the evils of tyranny and the importance of liberty. The 
preachers of the day were viewed as the “Black Regiment” or “Black Robe Regiment” be- 
cause of the clerical robes they wore. 

 
The ministers of that day were called “parsons.” The Parson of the community was a true lead- 
er and was viewed with respect and trust. The term “parson” stems from Latin “persona” be- 
cause the Parson was the legal “person” of a particular community. The Parson was educated; 
sometimes he was one of the few educated persons in a community. While I do not intend to 
present a conceited image of the pastor of that day, the Parson was essentially THE person of a 
particular community and was regarded as such by the citizens. 

 
With that introduction let me introduce you to my hero of the American Revolution. Rev. Jo- 
nas Clark was the parson of a church in Lexington. On the night of April 18, 1775 some patri- 
ots lounging at the Black Horse Tavern overheard discussion of British Gen. Gage’s plan to 
march to Lexington and Concord. You already know of two lanterns placed in the steeple of 
Boston’s Old North Church. You know of two riders dispatched to warn the countryside. Wil- 
liam Dawes rode a long land route to raise the alarm; Paul Revere crossed the Charles River 
by rowboat and rode horseback to spread the warning. 

 
After eluding a British patrol around 11:30 pm, then passing through Medford and Menotomy, 
pausing to knock on doors and shout alarms, Revere arrived in Lexington around midnight. He 
was barred entrance to Rev. Jonas Clark’s home by a Sgt. Munroe who said that Revere would 
create too much noise if allowed entrance. Revere said, “Noise! You’ll have noise enough be- 
fore long. The Regulars are coming out!” Revere, Dawes, and now Dr. Samuel Prescott con- 
tinued to ride and warn the countryside. 
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Chaplains Chat (continued from page 15) 

 
On that night of April 18 Samuel Adams and John Hancock were spending the night at the 
home of Rev. Clark. British Gen. Gage had stated that all patriots who swore their allegiance 
to England would be pardoned except for Samuel Adams and John Hancock who would be 
executed. As Adams and Hancock were visiting with Rev. Clark that night, the question was 
posed to Rev. Clark, “If war comes, will the people of Lexington fight?” Imagine asking a 
pastor that question today when so many pulpits are watered-down by weak, spineless 

 
preaching that has drained the church of the power of God’s Word! Well, Rev. Clark did not 
wring his hands wondering if the people would fight. His quick response without flinching 
was, “I have trained them for just that!” 

 
In the early morning hours of April 19, Captain John Parker had assembled his company of 
77 militia men, some as young as 16, 55 of them over age 30. Parker’s intention was for this 
assembly of men to serve a symbolic purpose of expressing their displeasure at the Red- 
coat’s intrusion. Shots were fire, no one is certain who fired the very first shot, but many ac- 
counts of Americans and at least one British soldier attest to the belief that the British fired 
first. Eight Americans were killed and 10 were wounded. 

 
This loud shot heard round the world occurred in the church yard of Rev. Clark’s church. As 
he looked upon the fallen bodies of his men in his church yard he said, “From this day will 
be dated the liberty of the world.” 

 
He is my American Revolution hero. I wonder where we can find men like that today. 

 

Keachi 2023 
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Confederate Cemetery Keachi La. Memorial Service. 4/2023 Memorial Day for the Men 
who died from wounds in the Battle of Mansfield 
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Children and Youth Page 
 
 

Greetings gentleman, 

This feature for our newsletter. A Page for our children. Each edition 
will have either a page they can color or a story to teach them about the 
Confederacy. Submissions are very welcome, Send them to me 
awl1957@outlook.com, with the subject line “Children / Youth Page.” 

Allen Lawrence Editor. 
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Life as a Soldier 

TIRESOME TIMES 

 

Despite what we might think about the excitement of battle, the lives of soldiers in the 
Civil War were quite dull. They marched, drilled, stood guard duty, ate, slept, or sat 
around in camp. The soldiers spent very little of their time in battle and boredom was 
common. 

During the winter, armies generally remained inactive and camped in one place. 
At this time, the soldiers-built log huts with fireplaces and often used their tents as a 
roof. These homes looked like small log cabins you might have seen in a picture, a 
park, or maybe a museum. The huts were snug, warm, and, though they were not as 
cozy as a real home, they were better than the cold ground. 

When the weather was warm, the soldiers were on the march. In fact, they spent 
a considerable amount of time marching—some units would march hundreds of 
miles in a matter of weeks. When the armies weren't traveling during the warm 
months, they were preparing to attack an enemy or defend their own position. 

When evening came on the march, the soldiers made camp. Most of the time they 
started a fire, cooked their evening meal, and snuggled in their blankets with only the 
stars for a roof. Other times the soldiers buttoned two halves of canvas together and 
placed them over a pole to make a cozy shelter. Soldiers called this type of tent a "dog 
tent." 

While in camp soldiers had more time for personal concerns. These might include reading 
books or newspapers, writing letters, singing songs, and playing games like checkers, chess, 
or baseball. What kinds of things would you have done if you were a soldier in camp? Maybe 
you would have played ball with your friends or written to your family. Maybe you would 
have had a snowball fight, just like the soldiers who would stage pretend battles in the winter 
using snowballs instead of guns. 
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Confederate Cemetery Keachi La. Memorial Service. 4/2023 Memorial Day for the Men 
who died from wounds in the Battle of Mansfield 
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Tylor Camp History 

 

 
The first SCV camp in Shreveport was Kirby Smith Camp #435 chartered May 19, 1903. 
Sometime before the 1936 United Confederate Veterans Reunion that was held in Shreve- 
port, Kirby Smith Camp had changed its name to the Henry Watkins Allen Camp but kept 
the same Camp number. The Henry Watkins Allen Camp was discontinued around 1948, 
and for approximately 23 years Shreveport would be without a SCV camp. 

Then in September of 1970 a meeting was held at the Holiday Inn on North Market St. for 
the purpose of establishing a new SCV camp in Shreveport. The meeting had been arranged 
by Bernard (Ben) Eble of New Orleans, the newly elected Commander in Chief of the Sons 
of Confederate Veterans, who served from 1970 to 1972. This meeting included four local 
men, Everett Davidson owner of Mayflower Trucking in Shreveport, Bob Burford a Bossier 
Parish teacher, Clifford Eschenfelder a commercial photographer, and his 17-year-old son 
David Eschenfelder who had held many offices with the Children of the Confederacy. 

CIC Eble told the group that if they were going to be successful, they would need a very 
strong and dedicated Camp Commander. The four men immediately knew that the person 
they needed was William (Bill) Rutledge. Bill Rutledge was the owner of R & R Bar-B-Q in 
Bossier City and was somewhat of a local radio personality. He had been raised by his 
grandfather William White Patton who was a Confederate Veteran that had served in a Ten- 
nessee unit. Bill Rutledge was well known around town for sharing the war stories his 
grandfather had told him as he was growing up. 

David Eschenfelder was instructed to go to an outside payphone and call Bill Rutledge to 
offer him the position of Camp Commander. Bill Rutledge heartily accepted and thus was 
the beginning of Camp #1308 in Shreveport. 

The following month the Camp began its monthly meetings at the Ricou-Brewster Building 
on the corner of Milam and Marshall Streets in downtown Shreveport. Members present 
were the original four plus Denny Ricou, Charles Moore, Bobby Gilliam, Jackson B. Davis, 
and real son Frank Grosjean. In that meeting, members were asked to submit names for the 
new camp. Charles Moore submitted the name of Robideaux Wheat and spoke in favor of 
naming the Camp after Major Wheat. Jackson B. Davis submitted the name of Richard Tay- 
lor and young David Eschenfelder, who had done a school essay on Richard Taylor, spoke in 
favor of naming the camp after Gen. Taylor. The members then voted, and the name of the 
new camp was to be the Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor Camp. 

It would still take several more months before the camp could apply for its Charter. The first 
order of business was for each potential member to gather all the genealogy paperwork nec- 
essary to submit their application for membership, which was a much more difficult and 
time-consuming task in 1970 without the aid of computers and the internet. Finally, on Jan- 
uary 18, 1971, the Richard Taylor Camp would receive its official Camp Charter. 
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In one of those early Camp meetings of 1970 there were two new visitors that attended. The 
gentlemen, dressed in suits, were friendly, talkative, and seemed supportive to the cause. At 
the following camp meeting Denny Ricou 

told the members present that those two men would not be back. It seems they were FBI 
agents that were there to investigate the Camp to make sure it was not the Ku Klux Klan or 
some other subversive organization. 

This account of the beginning of the Richard Taylor Camp was given by David Eschenfelder 
in 2009. He credits Commander Eble’s leadership for crossing the north/south barrier that 
had long existed in Louisiana, to help the Taylor Camp get started. David also pointed out 
that the United Daughters of the Confederacy members, Esther Eble and Mettie Davidson, 
were the real driving force in prompting their husbands to form a Shreveport Camp. 

 

 
 

 

Ricou-Brewster Building. circa 1930. First regular 
meeting place of the Richard Taylor Camp. 
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My Confederate Ancestor 
Each month THE TIGER will feature a story of a Taylor Camp member’s Confederate Ancestor. If 
you would like your ancestor included, please send his story or service information to me in your 
own words at awl1957@outlook.com Pictures of your ancestor are welcome. 

Our featured ancestor this month is .1st Lt. Charles Duncan Kelly of the 

40th Mississippi Regiment Co. G. 

submitted by his 
gr-gr-gr-nephew 

Randy Kelly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Charles Duncan Kelly circa 
1860 

 

Charles Duncan Kelly circa 1860 
 
 

Charles Duncan Kelly was born March 18, 1829, in Tennessee. He was one of eight chil- 
dren born to Willis and Ruth Duncan Kelly. His father Willis was a well to do merchant and 
farmer. The family migrated to Louisville in Winston County, Mississippi (about 20 miles 
south of Starkville) around 1850. 

 

 
Charles was swept in with “gold fever” and went to California as a part of the 1849 Gold 
Rush. He returned to Mississippi and married Mary Ann Sweatman in November of 1856. 
Family lore says that he returned with a “miner’s hoe” and a Swiss watch with a gold case 
fashioned from gold he found in California. Both the hoe and watch are still in the posses- 
sion of his descendants. Like his father, Charles became a well-to-do merchant and farmer. 
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My Confederate Ancestor (continued) 

 
Charles enlisted in Co. G. of the 40th Mississippi. Infantry Regiment on May 9, 1862, and 
was commissioned as a 1st Lt. The Regiment’s first engagement was at Iuka , Mississippi 
on September 19, 1862. Charles was wounded at their second engagement at the Battle of 
Corinth, Mississippi on October 4, 1862. By May of 1862 the 40th Mississippi was defend- 
ing Vicksburg, Mississippi where it remained in the trenches, fighting daily for forty-eight 
days until it was surrendered on July 4, 1863. Charles was exchanged September 3, 1863, 
and rejoined his Regiment. The Regiment operated in the Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama 
for the rest of 1863. 

In April of 1864 the 40th Mississippi was engaged at the Battle of Resaca Georgia, Battle of 
New Hope Church in May, and the Battle of Kennesaw Mountain. in June. While defending 
against Sherman’s advance against Atlanta fought at the Battle of Peachtree Creek on July 
20th, suffering heavy casualties, and again at the Battle of Ezra Church on July 28th. The 
remnant of the regiment served in the trenches around Atlanta, until they were evacuated 
September 1st. 

In October they took part in operations in Georgia and Alabama against Sherman's line of 
communications. In November the Regiment participated in the disastrous Nashville Cam- 
paign. As a part of Walthall's Division, they were engaged in a rear-guard action covering 
Gen. Hood's retreat. With Lt. Gen. N. B. Forrest in overall command, they held Columbia, 
Tennessee for two days and on Dec. 25th & 26th, they defeated the Federal pursuit at An- 
thony Hill and Sugar Creek, Tennessee. 

The regiment was reduced to 67 men and officers. In March of 1865 as part of Loring's Di- 
vision they were engaged at Kinston, North Carolina on the March 10th and at Bentonville, 
North Carolina on the 19th. They surrendered with Johnston's army on April 26, 1865, at 
Durham, North Carolina. Records show that Charles and survivors were again "captured 
and paroled" by a Federal cavalry brigade in Webster County, Mississippi on May 29, 1865, 
apparently as they were making their way home. 

Charles returned to Mississippi where he applied his trade as a merchant and farmer for the 
rest of his life, in Carroll and Montgomery counties, Mississippi. Charles was known to be 
quite a story teller from the letters he sent back from his days in California and it is said 
that he loved to entertain family and guests with his tales of adventure. Charles also delved 
into politics as he served on the Board of Supervisors and was elected Mayor of Winona, 
Mississippi several times. 

Charles and Mary had three children, one of them being a daughter named Alice Penelope 
Kelly, before Mary’s death at the age of 38 on October 9, 1868. It was Alice Penelope that 
kept and passed down the gold watch as a family heirloom. 
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My Confederate Ancestor (continued) 

Charles remarried in 1872 in Montgomery County to a woman only referred to as H.S.. 
She bore him one child, a daughter named Jimmie. Charles’ second wife H.S. died on May 
24, 1904, and Charles would die on December 28, 1907. Charles, Mary, and H.S, are all 
buried in Oakwood Cemetery in Winona Mississippi. 

 

 

 
 

Above: Gold watch belonging 
to Charles Kelly (appears to be 
an image of panning for gold) 

 
 

 

Obituary from 1908 Fayette Mississippi 
newspaper. It lists Charles Duncan Kelly as 
having been a Captain. 
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The Fayette Chronicle 

January, 10, 1908 

Dead - Capt. C. D. Kelly, age 
78, one of the oldest and 
most highly honored citizens 
of Winona is dead. He was an 
old "forty-niner" having been 
one of those to try his for- 
tune in California at the time 
of the great gold craze there. 
He was for a long time Mayor 



 
 

 

Confederate Generals 

From the book The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals by Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr. 
(printed with permission) 

 

Leonidas Polk 

 
LEONIDAS POLK was born on April 10, 1806, in Raleigh, North Carolina, the son of 
Colonel William Polk, a wealthy man who moved his family to Tennessee. 

when Leonidas was a child. Young Leonidas entered the University of North Carolina in 
1821 but left in 1823 to attend West Point, where he became good friends with one cadet 
Jefferson Davis. Polk graduated in I827. 

 
During his last year at the Academy, Polk became a Christian and joined the Episcopal 
Church. He resigned his commission in December. 

1827 to attend Virginia Theological Seminary. He was ordained: deacon in 1830 and a 
priest in 1831. 

 
In 1832. Leonidas Polk moved to Maury County, Tennessee, and became a planter. By 
1850, he owned 215 slaves. He also served as an Episcopal priest. He was appointed Mis- 
sionary Bishop of the southwest in 1828 and was very active. Bishop Polk was also the 
leading founder of the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. 

 
Polk was elected Bishop of Louisiana in I841, where he set up a vast sugarcane plantation 
called Leighton on Bayou Lafourche. At its peak, 

it employed four hundred slaves, but it failed in I854 due to several. 

factors, including a cholera epidemic that killed more than one hundred black people. The 
plantation's failure put Polk in debt. 

 
Leonidas Polk supported states' rights and secession. When President 

Jefferson Davis called upon him to join the Southern war effort, he did 

so, saying it was "a call of Providence." He was appointed major general. 

on June 25. 1861. His presence lent a great deal of prestige to the Confederate 

Army, but he was promoted too high, too soon. He was an eloquent preacher and a brave 
man and was highly respected throughout the Confederacy, but he was a mediocre tactical 
commander at best-and Sometimes not even that. He did not understand logistics and never 
would, his grasp of strategy was weak, and his stubbornness and pettiness did great harm to 
the Southern cause. 
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On September 3. 1861, Polk entered Kentucky and seized the tow of Columbus. He thus vio- 
lated Kentucky's neutrality and brought the state into the war. Columbus was a location of no 
strategic importance but Paducah-at the junction of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers was stra- 
tegically vital. Ulysses S. Grant took it on September 6. 

. 

On November 7, Polk defeated Grant at Belmont, Missouri just across the Mississippi River 
from Columbus. Even though it was a minor victory of little importance, the Southern press 
greatly magnified it’s was a minor significance and redeemed Polk's reputation. 

 
Polk abandoned Columbus on March 2. Battle of 1862. He fought in the battle of Shiloh, 
where he commanded the Corps, and took part in the Siege of Corinth under General Beaure- 
gard He marched west with Braxton Bragg s army tor the invasion of Kentucky, His perfor- 
mance was at best mediocre, and he was. He was disappointingly slow at Perryville, he was 
nevertheless promoted to lieutenant general on October 11, 1862. 

 
Polk fought in the Second Battle of Murfreesboro, the Tullahoma Campaign. and the Chicka- 
mauga Campaign. On September 13. 1863. Polk ignored Bragg's order to attack an isolated 
Federal detachment and allowed it to escape. (Bragg and Polk never got along.) Polk was 
again slow in the Battle of Chickamauga and was unable to attack when he was ordered to. 
General Bragg reprimanded him for dilatory tactics and relieved the bishop of his command. 

 
In December 1863, after the Confederates were routed at Missionary Ridge. President Davis 
relieved Braxton Bragg. gave General Joseph E. Johnston command of the Army of Tennes- 
see, and gave Leonidas Polk command of what was dubbed "the Army of Mississippi." 

 
In February 1864, General Sherman launched an offensive in eastern. 

Mississippi. Polk failed to concentrate his troops in time to block the Union advance, and 
Sherman captured Meridian, the objective of the 

campaign, with little difficulty. 

 
In May I864, Sherman invaded Georgia with three armies. Polk was named commander of 
the III Corps of the Army of Tennessee. on June F 14, 1864, Polk was on a scouting mission 
at Pine Mountain, near Marietta, Georgia, with Generals Joseph E. Johnston and William J. 
Hardee. Sherman spotted the cluster of officers and ordered that his artillery fire on them. A 
shell fired from a three-inch gun struck Polk's left arm, ripped through his chest, exited 
through his right arm, and exploded against a tree. Bishop Leonidas Polk was nearly cut in 
half. He died instantly. He was fifty-eight years old. 

. 
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Although he was a poor commander, Polk was beloved by his men. Lieutenant General Le- 
onidas Polk was buried at St. Paul's Church in Augusta, Georgia. In 1945, he and his wife 
were reinterred in Christ Church Cathedral, New Orleans. 
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Mansfield State Historic 
Site 

Just 35 miles south of Shreveport lies one of our most important 
Confederate Heritage sites in this area. Located on La. Hwy 175 
about 3 miles south of Mansfield, many of us still call it the 
Mansfield Battle Park and most of us have been there many 
times during our lives. But when was the last time you visited 
the Museum? With constant State budget cuts looming, the 
fates of all State Parks lie with their annual attendance. It is a 
classic example of USE IT or LOSE IT. 

 
 

Please support this important part of our history by visiting the park on a regular basis. The park 
staff make it easy and interesting by presenting special programs each month. Please check “The 
Louisiana Tiger” each month for a listing of the upcoming programs. You can also find detailed 
information at the Mansfield State Historic Site Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ 
MansfieldSHS 

 
 

Mansfield State Historic Site is located on La. Hwy. 175, three miles south of Mansfield. Admis- 
sions are $4.00 per person ages 4-61; seniors 62 and over and children 3 and under, Admissions 

free 
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Defending the Arlington Monument! 
With the recent attack upon the Confederate monument in Arlington, VA, Command- 
er-in-Chief Boshers recently sent a message via the SCV Telegraph requesting the 
following action by SCV members. Commander Boshers is asking every member to 
use the very simple link, provided in his message, to contact their U. S. Senators 
and various Military Brass. This will take no more than 30 seconds to fill out and 
submit, everything is done including identifying each members’ Senators. Please re- 
quest your camps and members to take 30 seconds and send Congress and the 
Military a positive message defending our heritages. If desired, you may modify the 
message in the provided link as you wish but please be courteous and polite with 
your remarks. 

 

Please make sure your camps & members know about this and tell them this is extremely 
important. Their voice counts! 

 
This is the link: https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/4hW 
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DUES! DUES! DUES! 

Did you know that Dues can be paid now for the upcoming 

year? Why wait until the last minute. 

Dues are currently $50 yearly. Unless you are a LIFE Member. 

Our dues are late on August 31 and a late fee of $5.00 is as- 
sessed. 

Checks can be made out to the Richard Taylor Camp 1308 and 
given to our Adjutant. 
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Antonia Ford Willard 

DATE OF BIRTH - Death July 23, 1838 – February 14, 1871 
 

 

 

On March 15, 1863, Antonia Ford was roused from her bed by Union soldiers in Fairfax 
Court House, VA. The soldiers demanded she take a loyalty oath to the Union; she refused. 
On suspicion of espionage, her home was searched, and Union officers found $6,000 in Con- 
federate currency and a signed letter from Major General J.E.B. Stuart giving her an honorary 
“lieutenant and aid-de-camp” title. She was immediately arrested. 

Antonia Ford was twenty-three years old at the onset of the American Civil War. Born and 
raised in Virginia, her father, Edward R. Ford, was a staunch secessionist and her brother, 
Charles, enlisted with the Confederate army. As the Confederates occupied the small Virgini- 
an town early in the war, she flirted with and had numerous admirers among the gray-clad 
ranks. As Union forces moved into the region in 1861, she shifted her focus to the opposing 
side, entertaining soldiers at her home, and recording useful information that may have 
slipped out of unsuspecting Union soldiers’ mouths. She passed along this information to the 
Confederate troops. After the Confederate victory at the First Battle of Manassas, also known 
as the First Battle of Bull Run, Stuart sent her the signed letter that incriminated her in her fu- 
ture arrest. 

Ford’s 1863 arrest was based on her involvement in the capture of 58 horses and 33 Union 
prisoners by Col. John S. Mosby. Dubbed the “Gray Ghost,” Mosby was the commander of a 
group of Confederate Raiders, the 43rd Battalion Virginia Cavalry, stealing supplies and cap- 
turing Union soldiers in the Virginian countryside. On the rainy night of March 8, 1863, Mos- 
by snuck into Union occupied Fairfax Court House with 29 of his raiders. He snuck into Un- 
ion General Edwin H. Stoughton’s tent and woke him. When woken this exchange ensued: 

 

“Do you know who I am?” Stoughton exclaimed. “Do you know Mosby, general?” 
Mosby answered. “Yes! Have you got the rascal?” “No, but he has got you!” 

 

When President Abraham Lincoln heard of this capture, he reportedly said he did not mind 
the loss of the general, since he could just confer another one, but “those horses cost $125 
apiece!” After this raid, Union officers were confused on how the general’s lodging location 
was compromised and became immediately suspicious of the town’s residents for espionage. 
Because of their Confederate sympathies, the Ford family were prime suspects. 
A counter-intelligence spy was dispatched to the Ford home. Frances Jamieson, a Union spy, 
utilized the disguise of “Frankie Abel,” a southern belle attempting to find passage to her 
home in New Orleans, LA, to gain entry. She stayed at the Ford home for several days, be- 
friending the family, and eventually winning Antonia Ford’s trust. Ford, over the course of 
their time together, told Jamieson about her espionage activities and showed her the signed 
“honorary lieutenant and air-de-camp” letter from Stuart. This eyewitness evidence was 
enough evidence to send Union soldiers to the Ford home on March 15th. 
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Antonia Ford Willard 

 

After her arrest, Ford was sent to the Old Capital Prison in Washington, D.C. Her escorting 
captor was Major Joseph Clapp Willard. At the age of 41, Willard was older than most of the 
soldiers in the Union army. In addition, he was an avid businessman and helped run the pros- 
perous Willard Hotel with his brother Henry. Because of his age and administrative experi- 
ence, he was assigned to administrative duties near and in Washington, D.C., which included 
managing the Old Capitol Prison. When he joined the army, he did so because of a sense of 
civic responsibility and honor; he did not expect to fall in love with a Confederate Spy. 
Ford did not record her experience in the Old Capitol Prison and few notes were recorded re- 
garding her stay. However, from other accounts of the prison the food there was meager and 
the conditions hard. The only semblance of home was in the company of Willard whom she 
had met a year earlier at her home in Virginia. Between her arrest in March and her release, 
via a prisoner exchange in May, Ford and Willard’s romance blossomed. Because of continual 
suspicion of her espionage activities and her refusal to take a loyalty oath to the Union, Ford 
was rearrested and returned to the Old Capitol Prison. With Willard’s influence and insistence, 
Ford was given the ultimatum to take the loyalty oath or continue her imprisonment. On Sep- 
tember 16, 1863, she took the oath. 

 

Once free, she returned to her home of Fairfax Court House. For the rest of the year, Ford and 
Willard conversed via letters. Willard wanted to marry in a private ceremony and live in 
Washington, D.C. Ford wanted him to divorce his first wife, whom he did not love but could 
not leave, and renounce his Union Army commission. The former was a legal barrier to the 
union and the latter was a moral one. In a letter, Ford wrote: 
"Major, you know I love you, but . . . [my] parents and relatives would be mortified to death; 
acquaintances would disown me; it would be illegal, and above all it would be wrong . . . I 
would make you 'the luckiest man in the world' if I could without compromising myself . . . You 
ask for my 'heart and hand.' The heart is yours already. When your hand is free and you can 
claim mine before the world, then that also is yours." 

 

Her conditions were eventually met. Willard divorced his wife and resigned from the Union 
Army. On March 10, 1864, the couple was married in Washington D.C. and lived in the city 
until Ford’s death in 1871. Willard never remarried. When asked why she married Willard, 
Ford jokingly told a friend: "I knew I could not revenge myself on the nation but was fully ca- 
pable of tormenting one Yankee to death, so I took the Major." 
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