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Statement of Purpose  

We, the Sons of Confederate Veterans, having 
been commissioned by the Confederate 
Veterans themselves, retain our responsibility 
and right to adhere to the founding principles 
of the United States of America remembering 
the bravery, defending the honor and 
protecting the memory of our beloved 
Confederate Veterans, which includes their 
memorials, images, symbols, monuments and 
gravesites for ourselves and future 
generations. 
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“Discover Southern History with SCV CHAT an Online Show that is about southern enter-
tainment, and heritage.” 

 Are you a proud member of the SCV? Are you a proud Southerner? Ready to connect with 
compatriots, share ideas, and stand united in the preservation of Southern heritage?  

We are your one stop source for SCV news and Southern programming. We discuss history, 
current events, and defend the cause of our forefathers in real-time.  

Our topics range all over, but the common theme is the South. JOIN US TODAY  

We are live every Monday and Thursday at 7PM (Central Standard Time).  

Visit: *www.scvchat.com*  

*Follow us on social media for updates, highlights & history:* 

 *Facebook:* @SCVChat 

 *Instagram:* @scv_chat  

TikTok: @SCVChat  

*YouTube:* @SCVChat 
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"The soldiers of an army are like the veins of the body; let the army be well governed 
and there will be a good flow of blood." 

Stonewall Jackson 

Compatriots, 

It has been my honor to serve our great organization as your Lieutenant Commander-in-
Chief. After much thought and prayer, I am announcing my candidacy for Commander-in-
Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. 

My years of service at the Camp, Division and National level, have deepened my commit-
ment to the Cause we all hold dear. I have seen firsthand the strength, dedication, and broth-
erhood that make the SCV unique. 

If entrusted with the leadership of our organization, my focus will remain clear: Recruiting 
and Retention will always be a priority, ensuring that our camps grow stronger and that every 
member feels valued and connected. We will continue the Defense of our Heritage—standing 
firm against those who would erase or distort our history. We will also continue the vigorous 
promotion of our Cause and mission in adherence to the Charge. 

Equally important, I will continue to improve communications and our social media pres-
ence, so that our message of honor, history, and brotherhood reaches a wider audience and 
engages the next generation of Compatriots. 

Together, we will preserve the memory of our ancestors, strengthen our fellowship, and carry 
the banner of the SCV proudly into the future. 

I humbly ask for your support and your prayers as we continue this journey together. 

 

Yours in the Cause, 

Anthony M. “Tony” Griffin 

Lt. Commander-in-Chief 
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At our last meeting the Lt. Gen Richard Taylor Camp # 1308 voted to endorse the fol-
lowing candidates for Nation Offices.   Below and on the next few pages you will see 
their announcements.  Good luck compatriots.  

Candidate Announcement - Lauret for Lt. CiC, 2026  

“I, Charles E. Lauret, am officially announcing my candidacy for the position of Lieutenant 
Commander in Chief of the Sons of Confederate Veterans at the 131st Annual Reunion 
which will be held next year in Lexington, Kentucky. I am excited at the prospect of serving 
you and the Charge on the SCV national level and at a time when the man in charge of re-
cruiting and retention is so vitally important in the face of dwindling numbers.  Stepping up 
to take charge in these times when many historical and genealogical organizations are suf-
fering similar membership issues is no small task.  I am eager and excited to take on this 
challenge. I am asking you to put my experience and knowledge to work toward this goal as 
your Lt. CiC. I am confident that with the men and talent we have, that working together we 
can not only stop this trend, but grow instead.  

I am married to my wife of 33 years, Amy and we have three grown children and two grand-
children. I am a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and serve as Deputy Grand Knight 
in our Knights of Columbus Council. I am a U.S. Marine Corps Veteran and a retired law 
enforcement officer with over 28 years of service. I am a 2009 graduate of the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette, having obtained a B.S. degree in Behavioral Science.   

I have dedicated the last 25 years of my life to serving the Sons of Confederate Veterans be-
cause I believe deeply in our mission to honor the memory and defend the truth of our Con-
federate Ancestors. I joined the organization in 2000 and have since become a life member 
of both the SCV and the Louisiana Division. I originally joined as a member of the Bernard 
Eble HQ Camp in Louisiana and went straight to work helping to form the Gen. Alfred 
Mouton Camp #778 in Opelousas, La. Upon chartering, I served as 1st Lt. Commander and 
subsequently Commander, an office in which I am currently acting until elections in the fall.  

In addition to serving my Camp, I have also served the Louisiana Division. I served as 
Commander of the Southwest Brigade, 1st Lt. Commander and then Commander 2008 to 
2010. In 2010, I was appointed Chief Aide de Camp serving on CiC Givens’s staff. From 
2012 to 2016, I served as Councilman and Commander of the Army of Trans Mississippi.  
From 2016 to 2020, I had the distinct honor and privilege to serve in the appointed position 
of National Chief of Staff for Commanders in Chief Tom Strain and Paul Gramling.  I also 
served as Chief of Staff of the Louisiana Division from 2018 to 2022.  I served again as 
ATM Councilman from 2022 to 2024. Each role has taught me valuable lessons in leader-
ship, unity, and the importance of standing firm when our heritage is under attack.  I am 
proud to say that during my tenures in all of the aforementioned positions, I have cultivated 
and always had positive working relationships with fellow GEC members and Compatriots 
across the Confederation.    
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In choosing to run, I want to bring to the table a positive solutions-based approach to chal-
lenges we face, especially as they pertain to the viability of the SCV, develop plans to contin-
ue the making of a larger footprint in the digital landscape, improve upon the efforts that in-
crease visibility and fundraising for the Southern Heritage Center and all of its facilities. I 
have some great ideas that I look forward to sharing with you as we move forward.  Just re-
member, the Lt. CiC is one person and one person cannot and should not fight this fight 
alone. It’s going to take all of us and I want to be the man in that position to work with you 
and for you to capitalize on the promotional successes and programs we have seen over the 
last few years and to implement new and more successful ones. . 

 Please be sure to visit my website listed below and see my Battle Plan for more details!  

If you want someone with the success of the SCV and its future in mind, someone with a 
proven resume of dedication to service on all levels and someone ever mindful that all we do 
is for the honor of our illustrious Ancestors, I ask for your support in electing me as Lt. 
Commander in Chief in 2026.”  

Website: www.LAURET4DIXIE.com  

Contact: clauret.scv@gmail.com  

Facebook: Charles “SCV” Lauret/Instagram: @LAURET4DIXIE/X: @Lauret4Dixie 

 Men of the Army of Trans Mississippi  

My name is Bobby G. Herring and I am currently the Commander of the Louisiana Division. 
During our ATM Meeting at the SCV Reunion in Houston, I announced to the men there that 
I intend to seek the Office of ATM Councilman in 2026. Although the election is still over 8 
months away during our SCV Reunion in Kentucky, I wanted to make an official announce-
ment to all our ATM members and give you a little background about myself.   

I joined the SCV in 2005 at the age of 52 and have 20 years of service. At the time I was just 
looking to join a local reenactment unit, even though I thought I was probably too old. I did 
end up becoming a reenactor, but more importantly the man recruiting me was also the Com-
mander of the Lt. Gen Richard Taylor and he never relented in recruiting me into the SCV. 
Once I joined and began attending State and National Reunions I realized that we truly are a 
Band of Brothers and this is where I belong.  

My first official office was in 2009 when I was elected Commander of the Richard Taylor 
Camp in Shreveport. I was also elected to a second term and served 4 total years.  Shortly af-
ter starting my first term as Camp Commander, I was appointed as the Louisiana Division 
Adjutant, and through the years I worked my way up the ranks of the Division.  

Even though I am the current Division  Commander, I will always think my best contribution 
to the SCV was my 12-year stint as the Adjutant of the Louisiana Division. When I took of-
fice as Adjutant our Division was all but financially broke; but working under 6 different Di-
vision Commanders we set the Division on sound financial footing with a war chest to fight 
our heritage battles and promote our heritage, along with raising over $20,000 for the SCV 
Museum at Elm Springs.   
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In 2023 – 2024, I was honored to serve under Chief of Heritage Defense Ronald Kennedy as 
his Deputy Chief of Heritage Promotions. Just this past year Commander-in-Chief Donald 
Kennedy tasked me to serve on a Committee with Lt. Commander-in-Chief Tony Griffin to 
place billboards across Dixie, and through the efforts of each Division we placed over 25 
billboards across the South. In my own state of Louisiana, we placed 6 billboards.   

As rewarding as my SCV duties have been to me, I think it is important to point out that for 
20 years I managed a branch of a multi-state and multimillion dollar company. To be suc-
cessful we had to create budgets to manage our income and expenses, but more importantly 
we had to constantly develop plans and then successfully implement them.   

I believe all these things have prepared me for the office of ATM Councilman. We all know 
that the Army Councilman has a vote on the General Executive Council, but beyond that, our 
SCV Constitution simply says that a Councilman’s duties “may be prescribed by the Com-
mander-in Chief or the General Executive Council”. I see the office as being a direct repre-
sentative of the men in the ATM, and I would always seek your advice and opinions before 
voting on important issues that come before the General Executive Council.   

There is no way we can know what the important issues will be after July of 2026, but one of 
my concerns now is that we seem to start projects (like Forest Plaza at Elm Springs) and 
raise money, but don’t see the completion or at least a timetable for completion. In no way 
am I pointing a finger or placing blame on anyone, it is just something I will push to be com-
pleted, in fact I hope it is completed before the next Councill is even elected.   

I am retired and have the ability to travel. My hope is to travel to many of the Division Con-
ventions this coming year before we meet in Kentucky. That way I can get a feel for what 
your concerns are and be prepared to represent you if elected. I realize that Division Conven-
tion dates can sometimes conflict and I may not be able to make all of them this year, but I 
plan to attend as many as possible so I can personally ask  for your support and vote.   

Bobby G. Herring  

Louisiana Division Commander 
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THE FIRST ERASURE: HOW CONFEDERATE MEMORY BECAME THE BLUEPRINT 
FOR AMERICA’S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

By: Mindy Wilcoxen Esposito   

December 5, 2025 

Nashville, Tennessee  

In recent years, Americans have struggled to understand how their nation, long anchored by 
shared history, faith, and civic identity, could suddenly feel unmoored. Retired Lt. Gen. Mi-
chael Flynn’s assessment of an attempted cultural revolution explains much of this turmoil. 
But when viewed through the lens of Southern history, a deeper truth becomes clear: Confed-
erate memory was not only an early casualty of this ideological struggle, it was the proving 
ground. 

Long before the nation realized what was happening, Southern monuments, graves, flags, and 
historical narratives were quietly placed under assault. What seemed at first like isolated con-
troversies were in fact early experiments in coercion, censorship, and the rewriting of 
memory. The destruction of Confederate heritage was the pilot program for a much larger 
transformation. The revolutionaries learned on the South what they later unleashed on the 
whole Republic. 

Confederate History as the First Test Case 

The American cultural revolution could not succeed without first weakening the nation’s his-
torical foundations. Crucially, Confederate memory offered a politically convenient target, 
safe to attack, unlikely to trigger broad institutional resistance, and rich with symbolic power. 

Decades before the wider public felt the pressure of ideological enforcement, Confederate 
symbols were: 

Removed under cover of darkness, 

Vandalized without consequence, 

Stripped of historical nuance, and 

 

Recast as badges of collective guilt rather than memorials to the dead. 

Anyone who questioned this narrative, historians, descendants, preservationists, found them-
selves smeared, silenced, or socially punished. What Flynn calls “behavioral conditioning” 
was practiced first on Southerners. If society could be trained to accept the erasure of one re-
gion’s history, activists reasoned, the rest of America would follow in time. 

They were right. 
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A Nation That Forgets One Past Can Forget Any Past 

Once Confederate memory was successfully recoded as shameful, the ideological project ex-
panded outward with remarkable speed. Monuments to Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Co-
lumbus, and even Union generals were suddenly “problematic.” The Declaration of Inde-
pendence became suspect. The Constitution was recast as an artifact of oppression. School 
curricula replaced civic literacy with grievance narratives. 

What began with the Confederacy was never just about the Confederacy. It was about wheth-
er Americans could be persuaded to sever themselves from their own history. 

The architects of this revolution understood something simple and chilling: 

A people who are taught to hate their past can be made to surrender their future. 

Red Washing: How a Nation’s Memory Was Rewritten 

Flynn’s term “red washing” describes the deletion, distortion, and replacement of historical 
memory; precisely what Confederate descendants witnessed long before the nation awakened 
to it. 

For years, textbooks quietly shifted. Museums changed language. University departments re-
classified American and Southern history as political battlegrounds. Stories of courage, faith, 
sacrifice, community, and reconciliation were buried beneath ideological narratives that 
served a modern agenda rather than truth. 

 

By the time the public realized how radically history had been rewritten, entire generations 
had already been taught: 

Not what happened, 

But what they were supposed to feel about it. 

This was the revolution’s most powerful weapon. 

Suppressing Southern Heritage Was a Trial Run for Suppressing American Identity 

Flynn describes the cultural revolution as a coordinated alliance between bureaucracies, ac-
tivist networks, and media institutions. Nowhere was this alliance more boldly displayed than 
in the treatment of Confederate heritage. 

The South became a controlled environment where the ideological project measured: 

How much dissent people would tolerate, 

How quickly institutions would comply, 

How aggressively media could shape narratives, 

How forcefully public symbols could be removed. 
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When the experiment succeeded, when monuments fell quietly and opposition was muted, 
the blueprint was expanded nationwide. 

The targeting of the Confederacy was not the end goal; it was the gateway. 

The Stakes: A Nation’s Soul 

The erasure of memory is not simply academic. It affects how we understand liberty, duty, 
sacrifice, and identity. Confederate dead were once honored as American soldiers who fought 
bravely for their homes, respected even by their former enemies. To recast them as villains 
was to sever a sacred thread of national reconciliation. 

And once that thread was cut, all of American memory became vulnerable. 

The Founders, frontiersmen, pioneers, soldiers, inventors and every figure who once formed 
the backbone of our civic story, became fair game. 

What the South Knew First, America Knows Now 

For decades, Southerners warned that if history could be erased for one group, it could be 
erased for all. Today, the nation is waking up to that truth. Americans of every region now 
feel pressures once experienced almost exclusively by descendants of Confederate families: 

Censorship, 

Social punishment, 

Coerced conformity, 

Fear of speaking openly, 

Rewriting of the national story. 

The South was not the outlier. It was the early warning system. 

The Path Forward 

If Flynn is correct, and many believe he is, the cultural revolution has fractured, but not van-
ished. Its project has been slowed but not defeated. The restoration of American civic life be-
gins with reclaiming memory: understanding, teaching, and preserving the truth of our past 
so that future generations cannot be cut off from it. 

Confederate history is part of that restoration, not only for the South but for the nation as a 
whole. It embodies principles the revolution sought to erase: 

Honor for the dead,  Reverence for ancestors,  Fidelity to local identity,   

Resistance to centralized coercion,  Courage in the face of overwhelming power.   

These values are not sectional. They are American.  And they are worth defending. 

Sources and citations available upon request 



The Louisiana Tiger  

15 



The Louisiana Tiger  

16 

The history of the Sons of Confederate Veterans has its roots in the United Confederate Veter-
ans (U.C.V.). Confederate Veterans formed local organizations as early as 1866 for com-
radery and benevolence. Organized in 1889, the U.C.V. would grow to over 1600 camps. One 
can easily say the U.C.V. has its roots in Louisiana with 6 of the first 10, and 11 of the first 20 
being formed in the state. One of the largest camps in Louisiana was General Leroy Stafford 
Camp #3 in Shreveport. From its humble beginning as the Benevolent Association of Confed-
erate Veterans in 1884, to the formation of the Stafford Camp in 1891, until the last member 
passed away in 1944, over 260 Veterans would be members of both organizations. Past Camp 
Commander David Hill has been compiling biographies of these men for over ten years and 
each month a bio of one of the men that contributed to the history of Shreveport will be 
shared in our newsletter. 

Washington Wood King was born in Dadeville, Tallapoosa County, Alabama on February 
15, 1843. One of eight brothers that fought for the Confederacy, nineteen year-old King en-
listed on April 15, 1862, at Montgomery, Alabama. He mustered as a private in Company G 
of the 14th Alabama Infantry. The regiment had been organized in July of 1861. After his en-
listment, King was in the thick of the battle, participating with his regiment in the Battle of 
Williamsburg on May 5; Battle of Seven Pines on May 31; Seven Days Battle on June 26-
July 1 that included the Battle of Mechanicsville on June 27; Battle of Fraser’s Farm on June 
30; and the Battle of Malvern Hill on July 1, 1862. On August 29 & 30, the regiment fought 
at 2nd Manassas and at Sharpsburg on September 17. After fierce fighting at Fredericksburg 
on December 13, King was listed sick in quarters for January and February 1863. At the Bat-
tle of Salem Church on May 3-4, King was wounded in the shoulder and the foot that re-
quired part of his leg to be amputated at Texas Hospital in Richmond, Virginia. The 14th Al-
abama would go on to serve gallantly at the Battle of Gettysburg on July 1-3, 1863; the Bat-
tle of the Wilderness on May 5-7, 1864; and the Siege of Petersburg in June of 1864. The 
regiment was surrendered at Appomattox on April 9, 1865. 

 

  Surviving his wounds, King returned to Alabama in July of 1863 and then to Louisiana in 
January of 1866. Settling in Blackburn, Claiborne Parish, he began a mercantile business, 
which he continued until his retirement. In 1871 King married Miss Sydney “Siddia” Ann 
Cason; the couple would have two sons and six daughters; Moses Clifford, born in 1872; 
Virgil Leonidas, born in 1874; Mary Agnes, born in 1876; Beatrice, born in 1879; Adair 
Weston, born in 1881; Iru Zatheau, born in 1886; Vedere Wood, born in 1891; and Brooksey 
Glenn, born in 1895. 
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   Eventually moving to Homer, King joined the Claiborne Camp #548, United Confederate 
Veterans, in 1898. He would remain a loyal member of the camp for the next 22 years. King 
filed for a Confederate soldier’s pension from the State of Louisiana on July 7, 1915. He 
listed the loss of his leg from the Battle of Salem Church as his disability; the $30 per month 
pension was approved promptly. He also stated he had never been a prisoner of war and had 
never taken the oath of allegiance 

 

   Retiring from his mercantile business, King and his wife moved to Shreveport in 1920. He 
immediately transferred his membership in the United Confederate Veterans to General 
Leroy Stafford Camp #3. He remained a faithful member for the remainder of his life. Siddia 
Cason passed away on December 19, 1923, and was laid to rest at the recently opened Forest 
Park Cemetery between Linwood and St. Vincent Avenues. King was awarded the Southern 
Cross of Honor by the Shreveport Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy on 
March 20, 1926. His application was witnessed by Comrades George McDuffie, Hiram Rog-
ers, Victor Grosjean, and George Woodward. 

 

   Washington Wood King passed away on January 31, 1930 at his home at 2801 Darien 
Street. His obituary mentioned he was one of eight brothers that fought for the Confederacy 
and that all survived the war. King’s funeral was held the next day at Queensborough Baptist 
Church; members of the Stafford Camp were listed as honorary pallbearers, although only 
three were well enough to attend the service. King was laid to rest at Forest Park Cemetery 
next to his beloved wife. A simple flat headstone engraved “U.C.V.” marks the final resting 
place of this merchant and Confederate Veteran who sacrificed so much for the Southland. 
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Members of the Lt Gen Richard Taylor Camp 1308 of Shreveport, La attended 
the Lee/Jackson Banquet hosted by the Shreveport Chapter #237: United 
Daughters of the Confederacy  

Shreveport Chapter #237: United Daughters of the Confederacy 

https://www.facebook.com/ShreveportUDC?__tn__=-%5dK*F
https://www.facebook.com/ShreveportUDC?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYs0vuYiLKfGSs_2TuQjRX4UYTKs7ziBq_bwnOVAU5hU2e8jC5q7OqHo4bbi2g2OPtfGjdLNJCOE9eU8V3GljTZjjwA5wCMi98Q_UAOvzDkr8fTKb0nSzGLd6iw4ESx3AWaGN7R2m9E2cv-RHXQd3jTWwvOczJg06ipxqcHzERRgp1IDn6-m7WEcTFjkEgJ8XNGp4jQ_IVD7
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The Speaker was Morgan Pate of Tyler TX  

Our 91st annual Lee - Jackson Luncheon is in the books with attendees from our chapter as well 
as Kate Beard Chapter of Mansfield LA and guests from the SCV Lt Gen Richard Taylor Camp 
of Shreveport. Our Speaker was Morgan Pate of Tyler TX on the topic of “Captain Petty” and his 
role at the battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill of the Red River Campaign of Louisiana.  
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Winter ice storm Jan 2026  Pleasant Hill 
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COMMANDER’S  
DISPATCH 

from Taylor Camp  

Commander Allen W Lawrence 

 A.rebel.always@gmail.com 

 Reflections on February: A Letter of Gratitude and Hope  

 
As I sit down to reflect on where I have been and what lies ahead, I find myself in the em-
brace of February—the second month of the year that carries with it both the weight of re-
membrance and the joy of connection. Born a century after my great-grandfather, John 
Hawkins, who served bravely in World War I, I am keenly aware of the lineage that has 
shaped my existence. This month is a tapestry of happiness interwoven with threads of sad-
ness, marked by the births and passings of many during what is often described as the 
shortest month of the year. 
 
In this spirit of reflection, I must extend my heartfelt thanks to those who came before me. 
They forged the path that allowed my life to blossom, and it is only fitting that I 
acknowledge their sacrifices and contributions. Additionally, I owe a debt of gratitude to 
my brothers and sisters here in the SCV community. Many may not realize the countless 
efforts that go on behind the scenes to make our camp thrive. 
 
February serves as a poignant reminder of these dedicated individuals. It is a time to honor 
the quiet heroes—our members and supporters—who work tirelessly. The ladies, for in-
stance, adorn our events with their thoughtful decorations and ensure the cemeteries and the 
graves of our ancestors are kept with the utmost respect and care. To them, I express my 
deepest appreciation. 
 
 

mailto:
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“The real honest man is honest from conviction of what is right, not from policy.”  
Robert E Lee 

Moreover, to our members who participate in parades, support each other at funerals, and en-
gage in various acts of service—thank you. Your commitment embodies the spirit of camara-
derie and solidarity. You uplift one another with kindness and understanding, always ready to 
lend a helping hand without seeking recognition. As I embark on my second year as com-
mander, I must acknowledge each of you. There are no medals that could adequately capture 
my gratitude for membership in our camp. In working together, we have built lasting bonds 
that feel more like family than mere association. 
 
As we look ahead, let us continue to support each other, fostering an environment of encour-
agement and growth. Let our discussions be filled with constructive dialogue, aimed at ele-
vating our collective mission rather than diminishing it. Together, may we strive to improve 
our camp, honoring the legacy of those who have come before us and paving the way for 
those who will follow. 
 
May God bless the South, and may He bless each of you, my true brothers and sisters in this 
noble cause. 

https://www.inspiringquotes.us/quotes/uhcY_kvsAMDUR
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LOUISIANA DIVISION  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Richard Taylor Camp Challenge Coins are also for sale. $10.00 

 

February 2026  

5 Camp Meeting with Charles Lauret 

7 Krew of Janus Mardi Gras Parade Lineup 3 pm Natchitoches St West Monroe 

March 2026 

5 Camp Meeting Speaker Katelyne Calhoun 

13-14 Battle of D’Arbornne Landing Farmerville 

21 Red Bud Festival 

 

Remember to record each event you go to so we can apply for Camp of the 
Year!   Turn this information into our Adjutant or any officer. 

We need your ancestor stories and or ideas for articles for our 
newsletter the “Louisiana Tiger”  Send them to 
a.rebel.always@gmail.com 

Allen Lawrence, Editor 

Announcement concerning our meetings. 

Items to be placed on the agenda for the meeting need to 
be submitted by the Friday before the meeting .  Submit 

to our Camp Commander Allen Lawrence @ 
a.rebel.always@gmail.com. 
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Louisiana Division and members of the Lt. Gen Richard Taylor Camp had the honor today to attend the 

David O Dodd memorial in Little Rock. Pictured here are La Division Commander Bobby Herring, Ark 

Division Commander Kolt Massie and Past ATM Commander Charles Lauret, and Chuck McMichael 

PCIC, ATM Councilman 
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Important Update- the online page to donate by credit card is revised and working. So if you 
plan to pay that way, you can do it now! Please Share! 

https://donate.scv.org/ 

Below is my original post- 
_________________________________________ 
Proverbs 29:18 
Where there is no vision, the people perish 
 
Compatriots, 
 
Back in 2008-2009 it was apparent that the forces set out to destroy and remove all things 
Confederate were building and growing. Back then it was called “Political Correctness”, now 
it is known as being “Woke”. Certain events since then have given these forces even more 
followers and power. 
 
At the same time, our business offices were cramped into the house's rooms at Elm Springs. 
We needed to modernize our business approach and facilities to grow and meet the challeng-
es before us. It was also at this time that many museums that told the truth about the Confed-
erate Cause were either conforming to that same Political Correctness or closing altogether. It 
was, and is, our belief that the best way to showcase the South and its cause was to provide 
the venues, programs, and information ourselves. 
 
Thus the Vision we put forth at that time was to build a new facility that would not only 
house modern offices but also would be a National Confederate Museum- owned, operated, 
and controlled by us. After all, it was we SONS who were given the Charge! 
 
Since that time we have also enhanced our fulfillment of the Charge 
with various initiatives to “Take Back the Narrative”. 
 

https://donate.scv.org/
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To take full advantage of these Visions and to maximize the effectiveness of these tools and 
efforts, one more step remains. 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 
To everything, there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven 
 
The last remaining step we need to take to be able to unleash the full potential of these tools 
and programs we have in place is to finish paying the bank mortgage we have on our excellent 
facility on the grounds of the Southern Heritage Center, The National Confederate Museum. 
This is the season and now is the time. 
 
 
To achieve this goal, CiC Walter D. Kennedy and Past Chief of Heritage Operations James R. 
Kennedy developed a program called the 21st Century Confederate Heroes. If you check the 
last two issues of the Confederate Veteran magazine a description of how the program works is 
in there. This program will also help with the funding of rebuilding the Forrest Plaza at Elm 
Springs. At the reunion in Charleston, there was a handout that summarized the program, what 
the benefits are, and how to become a member. A pdf of that handout is available at the follow-
ing link: 
 

http://www.scvtaylorcamp.com/21CH.pdf 

 
You can download this to print out and distribute to your members, place in newsletters, or up-
load to other websites as well. The goal is to get the information to as many of our Compatri-
ots as possible. 
 
There are many ways to be a part of the 21st Century Confederate Heroes. Joining as an indi-
vidual Compatriot is only one way. Camps or Divisions can become members as well as mem-
bers or entities of other like-minded organizations. Likewise, memberships can be gifts for 
family members or as a memorial. 
 
Please share this information. 
We can do this! 
 
Deo Vindice 
Charles E. McMichael 
71st Commander in Chief 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

http://www.scvtaylorcamp.com/21CH.pdf
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Please remember that the information contained in the Adjutant’s Report is a recording of our most 
recent Camp Meeting’s minutes. It is not meant to be a calendar for future events. Sometimes the in-
formation in this section may seem repetitive or outdated, but it is important that we accurately re-
port our camp minutes. The minutes will be open for discussion at the next camp meeting where we 
can vote to make adjustments or corrections or accept them as they are. 

Adjutant’s Report —  January 2025 

David Hill, Adjutant 

The January 1st, 2026 meeting of the Lt General Richard Taylor Camp was called to order 
promptly at 7:00PM by Commander Allen Lawrence. 

The invocation was given by Camp Chaplain Jeff Jinks, the salute to the Confederate Flag 
was led by Chuck McMichael, and “The Charge” was recited by 1st Lt Commander Tony 
Williams. 

Commander Lawrence welcomed all members and wished everyone one a Happy New 
Year. 

A new member application was presented to the camp from Daniel Nichols, nephew of Bill 
Nichols on the record of his ancestor, 1st Sgt Alvis L Powell, 6th Rgt Missouri Infantry. A 
motion to accept was made by Paul Gramling and seconded by Keith Porter. A vote was 
called and the motion passed unanimously. A new member packet was ready to hand out 
but the member wasn’t present. 

Commander Lawrence then asked if everyone had read the minutes from the December 
meeting that were printed in the newsletter. Commander Lawrence corrected two items 
that were in the newsletter. A motion to accept the minutes as printed was made by Paul 
Gramling and seconded by Tony Williams. After no discussion, a vote was called and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
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Commander Lawrence then called upon Adjutant David Hill to present the financial report. 
A motion to accept the financial report was made by Paul Gramling and seconded by Lute 
Lee. After hearing no discussion, a vote was called, the motion passed unanimously. 

Commander Lawrence then talked about old business. He reported that he and a couple of 
other members attended the Wreaths Across America wreath laying at Greenwood Cemetery. 
He then thanked Keith Porter for placing the wreaths at the Confederate Bivouac. A round of 
applause was then given. 

Several members and wives attended the Shriners Hospital tour on the the 17th and present-
ed our donation. He then read the thank you card from Shriners. We will auction off the 
blanket we were given at the Lee Jackson Banquet. Chuck McMichael announced that he 
will have a Confederate note to auction off at the banquet with the proceeds going towards 
the tent rental at the ATM meeting in April. 

Division Commander  Bobby Herring announced he had received a thank you letter from 
Camp Moore for the Division’s donation of $2,000. An additional $10,000 was raised at the 
annual reenactment. 

Commander Lawrence announced that Sabine Rifles Camp Commander Syl Martinez had 
sent a picture of the marker that is to be placed at the Carter Cemetery near Many. The Tay-
lor Camp donated $250 towards this marker. 

New business; Jan 17th is the Lee Luncheon, 11am at Shane’s. Also that day, Compatriot Ed 
Heitman will present a program at the Mansfield Battle Park at 1PM. January 24th will be 
the NW Brigade Lee-Jackson-Taylor Banquet. Amanda Warren will talk about her book on 
Leonidas Polk and have books for sale for $30. February 5th, Charles Lauret will speak to 
the camp, February 7th is the Krewe of Janus Mardi Gras parade in Monroe. Line up is 3PM 
on Natchitoches Street in West Monroe. JC Hanna reported the Krewe of D’arbonne Mardi 
Gras Parade will be in Farmerville on the 7th as well. David Hill commented that the NE 
Brigade Lee Jackson Banquet will be on the 17th at 6:30. Commander Herring reported that 
he will be the speaker. 

A candlelight service was then conducted where each member called out the name of their 
ancestor. 

The benediction was given by Chaplain Jeff Jinks, the camp was led in Dixie by Chuck 
McMichael. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50PM 

Members present; (18) Chuck McMichael, David Hill, Mike Dyson, Paul Gramling, Keith 
Porter, Jason Hall, James Gandy, Lute Lee, Jeff Jinks, JC Hanna, Bobby Herring, John 
Moore, Blake Gibson, Tony Williams, John Long, Perry Montgomery, Allen Lawrence, Ellis 
Waxham 

Visitors present; (3) Cindy Hill, Karan Jinks, Jina Williams 

Minutes recorded and submitted by Camp Adjutant David Hill 
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By: 1st LtCdr Tony T. Williams, Ed.S., PhD(h.c.) 

W. J. Sullivan saw combat with the 27th Louisiana Infantry and went on to serve as 
the Master of Masonic Lodge 214 in Keithville. Seeing an opportunity to lead, he 
ran for Justice of the Peace in 1876 for the 6th Ward of Caddo Parish. He won and 
would serve from 1877 until 1895, when he retired at age 71. 

My life started similar to his with my military enlistment at the age of 17. I too 
would go on to see combat in tribute to a cause that I believe in. Fraternal societies 
are of great interest to me and I am active in many including Neith Lodge 21, Odd 
Fellows in Shreveport, where I am No le Grand currently. This all occurred un-
planned and gradually over time. 

While noting these similarities I became more interested in his life and discovered 
a lot of interesting things including his service as a Justice. As associates have ap-
proached me over the last two years about public office, I am taking a note from his 
journey and running for Justice of the Peace in Ward 3. While some see history is 
bad, and some as good, in both cases lessons can be learned. 
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I have taken from William’s the lesson of the bee. I continue to stay busy as a bee getting 
things done. While we have the health and energy,we must labor in the field of life.  

Article: https://cbherald.com/tony-t-williams-follows-ancestors-footsteps/ 

Interview: https://usawire.com/legacy-of-service-tony-t-williams-justice-of-the-peace-bid/ 
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“Chaplain’s Chat” 

by Taylor Camp Chaplain 

Dr. Jeff Jinks 

jajinks@gmail.com 

January, 2026 

 

Communication is important. Every discipline of study, every vocation, has its own vocabu-
lary. Think about your job, hobbies, and interests and the vocabulary you need to master to 
be efficient in those fields. The enjoyment and efficiency of your tasks depend upon under-
standing and communication. And seek to talk less, listen more, and find ways to communi-
cate. 

Many years ago in England a circus elephant named Bozo was popular with the public. Chil-
dren would toss peanuts in Bozo’s cage. Crowds would be amazed at Bozo’s strength and 
prowess. Then one day a sudden change in Bozo’s personality appeared. Several times he 
charged his keeper, trying to stomp him. He would charge the bars of the cage when children 
came near. It appeared obvious that Bozo would have to be destroyed. 

The circus owner, a ruthless and greedy man, decided to stage a public execution of the 
mighty beast. He planned and advertised the execution by selling tickets expecting to make 
money by attracting a crowd to the spectacle. 

On the appointed day a firing squad armed with rifles stood by ready to perform the execu-
tion. The circus owner stood by Bozo’s cage ready to give the order to fire. At that moment a 
short, inconspicuous man in a suit and brown derby hat approached the owner. 

“There is no need for this,” the man said. The owner brushed him aside, saying, “He is a bad 
elephant. He must die before he kills someone.” The small man said, “You are wrong. Give 
me two minutes in the cage with him and I will prove you are wrong.” The owner said in 
amazement, “You will be killed.” “I don’t think so,” was the reply. “Do I have your permis-
sion?” The owner, not being one to pass up such a dramatic opportunity to make even more 
money, agreed if the man would sign a waiver releasing the circus from any liability. The 
man signed the waiver and was let into the cage. 
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Compatriots, an outreach committee has been created with our Chaplain Dr. Jeff Jinks 
as the chairman.  Please get in touch with Chaplain Jinks if you are willing to 
help.  The objective is to keep up with those who are ill or can't attend meetings.  You 
will need to call, send cards, or visit as you are able. You can reach Chaplain Jinks at 
jajinks@gmail.com 

Thanks brothers, 

Allen W. Lawrence 

Commander 

The owner told the crowd what was about to happen and a hush fell over the audience. At the 
sight of the man in the cage, Bozo threw back his head, let out a mighty roar, then bent his 
head to charge. The little man stood quite still, a faint smile on his face, as he began to talk to 
the elephant in quiet soothing tones. The crowd nearest the cage grew very quiet; they could 
hear the man speaking but couldn’t make out the words…he seemed to be speaking in some 
foreign dialect. 

The elephant stepped back, raised his head, and uttered an almost piteous cry and began to 
sway  gently from side to side. Smiling, the man walked confidently to the elephant and be-
gan to stroke his trunk. All aggression seemed to drain from Bozo and now, docile as a pup-
py, he wound his trunk around the man’s waist and they circled the cage together. The 
astounded audience clapped and cheered. After a while the man bade farewell to Bozo and 
exited the cage. 

 

“He’ll be alright now,” he told the owner. “You see, he is an Indian elephant and none of you 
spoke his language, Hindustani. I would advise you to get someone around here who speaks 
that language. Bozo was just homesick.” With that the short man put on his coat and hat and 
left. The awe-struck owner finally looked at the waiver the man had signed and read the 
name of Rudyard Kipling. 

As we seek to communicate our cause to others, keep in mind that they may not initially un-

derstand our language. Find ways to help the unlearned understand. Seek to curb extensive 

and meaningless rhetoric and speak clearly and with few words with a listening ear during 

conversations as we persuade people to understand us. 
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The Louisiana Division has established a Guardian Program that is designed to pre-
serve the final resting places of our Confederate ancestors and document them for fu-
ture generations. It can be your own Confederate ancestor or any other Confederate 
veteran whose grave you will commit to maintain and honor. You must submit a 
Guardian Application Form to become part of the program. There is a one-time cost of 
$10 for the first grave you commit to maintain, for which you will receive a Guardian 
Pin and a Guardian Certificate. For each additional grave you sign up for, there is a 
one-time fee of $3 to cover the cost of the Certificate. You may sign up for as many 
graves as you wish, but please remember you are making a solemn commitment to 
maintain these graves. 

                                            For details on the program you can click the following links: 

 

               Louisiana Division Website:  www.lascv.com/index.html  

 

              Guardian Info Sheet: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/info.pdf 

 

    Guardian Application Form: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/form.pdf 
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NOW OPEN ON SATURDAYS-The National Confederate Museum in Columbia, TN at SCV 
Headquarters!  

The SCV is the direct heir of the United Confederate Veterans. Organized at Richmond        
Virginia in 1896, the SCV continues to serve as a historical, patriotic, and non-political         
organization dedicated to ensuring that a true history of the 1861-1865 period is preserved. 
Membership in the Sons of Confederate Veterans is open to all male descendants of any       
veteran who served honorably in the Confederate armed forces. Membership can be obtained 
through either lineal or collateral family lines and kinship to a veteran must be documented  
genealogically. The minimum age for full membership is 12, but there is no minimum for Ca-
det Membership.  
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 Charge to the Sons of Confederate Veterans 

Stephen Dill Lee (September 22, 1833 – May 28, 1908)  

"To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will commit the vindication of 

the cause for which we fought. To your strength will be given the defense 

of the Confederate soldier's good name, the guardianship of his history, the 

emulation of his virtues, the  perpetuation of those principles which he 

loved and which you love also, and those  ideals which made him glorious 

and which you also cherish." 

Lt. General Stephen Dill Lee, Commander General, 
United Confederate Veterans,  
 New Orleans, Louisiana, April 25, 1906 
 

The Sons of Confederate Veterans, in furtherance of the Charge of Lieutenant 
General Stephen D. Lee, shall be strictly patriotic, historical, educational, frater-
nal, benevolent, non-political, non-racial and non-sectarian. The Sons of Confed-
erate Veterans neither embraces, nor espouses acts or ideologies of racial and re-
ligious bigotry, and further, condemns the misuse of its sacred symbols and flags 
in the conduct of same. Each member is expected to perform his full duty as a citi-
zen according to his own conscience and understanding.  
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General Stephen Dill Lee 

"To those who keep alive in loyal hearts the memory of the Confederate 
dead I would say these men chose the noblest part. This is the best life 
offers any man: to strive for the highest, the greatest, the bravest that he 
knows. Is it not better to achieve these things, even at the cost of life it-
self, than to purchase length of days by mean and sordid living, by cow-
ardice or craft, by surrender of the fine ideals of manhood in base com-
pliance to dishonor? In the heart of every man the everlasting has made 
answer. If the cause failed, the men were not lost. Looking beyond the 
little span of human life into the white light of eternity, what better 
could we have wished for the Confederate soldier than to have played 
his part as he did? He has left heroic memories that chasten and purify 
the hearts of all who shall come after him. He has lifted life above the 
low level of the commonplace into the realm of precious and immutable 
things, which abide above all change, beyond the reach of years." 
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TAYLOR CAMP BIRTHDAYS  

Remember that some of these members are 
Life Members and the years shown are 
from the actual date when they joined. 

And don’t forget our Confederate Heroes  

Feb 2, 1803 – Gen Albert S. Johnston  

Feb 3, 1807 – Gen Joseph E. Johnston  

Feb 6, 1833 – Gen JEB Stuart  

Feb 8, 1817 – Gen Richard Ewell  

Feb 10, 1829 – Gen Alfred Mouton  

Feb.11, 1812 – Alexander Stephens  

Feb 18, 1817 – Gen Lewis Armistead  

February  Birthdays 

  5th   Allen Lawrence 

14th   Daniel Burford 

14th   Robert Denmon 

22nd   Jeffery Jinks 

22nd  Kenneth Krefft 

24th  Edgar Tindall 

25th   John Temple 

28th   John Goddard 

  

 

Anniversary Dates 

 John Moore                      5 years 

Willie Howell                    6 years 

Mark Davis                       9 years 

Kenneth Kreft                   10 years 

Jason Merritt                   13 years 
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Want to keep up with Current Events? 
 

You can have the latest news on what is going on in the Louisiana Division sent directly to 
you by e-mail. 

 

For Louisiana SCV members the best way to keep up with all the current events, dates, and 
times, around the state, is to subscribe to the Louisiana Tiger Courier. Just e-mail Allen    
Lawrence at news@lascv.com and ask him to add you to the list. 

 

Subscribe to the SCV Telegraph Email your name, camp affiliation (1308), and email ad-
dress to: membership@scv.org  

Subscribe to the Louisiana Division Tiger Courier Email your name, camp affiliation (1308), 
and email address to: news@lascv.com  

 

Keep the following  in your 
Prayers 

Ray Jones, John Preston 

Jay Hall, Marc Anderson,  

Barbara Williams 

Lynda Gramling,  

Daniel Burford, John Pleasant 

Members get your application from me 
at the meeting and I will notarize this  
document. No Cost to MEMBERS 

Allen 
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Are you following our Camp on  Face-
book? 

Get all the latest Camp information and pictures on the  

Taylor Camp Facebook Page  

Don’t forget to “LIKE” us and “SHARE” with your friends 

Listed on Facebook as 

Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor Camp #1308, Sons of  

Confederate Veterans 

I salute the Confederate Flag with affection, reverence and undying devotion 
to the Cause for which it stands. 
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Support our Northwest Brigade  

Brother Camps 

(all Camp meetings begin at 7:00 pm) 

Col. Samuel Russell Camp – Natchitoches    (every second Tuesday) 

   560 2nd Street (next to Fire Station) 

Col. James Beard Camp – Logansport   (every second Thursday) 

DeSoto Parish Library 203 Hwy 5 Logansport 

Claiborne Invincibles Camp – Claiborne Parish  (every fourth Thursday) 

Judy’s on Hwy 518 Athens, LA 

Sabine Rifles (2nd Tuesday)  Zwolle/Ebarb VFW Post 5187 860 Dahlia Vines St Zwolle LA 
71486  

Walker camp  No information 

Our East Texas  

 Brother Camps 

W. W. Heartsill Camp #314  (3rd Tuesday 6:30 )     Jose Tequila’s Marshall TX  

Gen. John Gregg Camp 958 1st Thursday, 7 pm Jason’s Deli, 103 Loop 281 Suite 201, 
Longview 

Gen. Horace Randall Camp 1533, Carthage, TX. Last Thursday, 7 pm Super China Buffett 
617 W Panola, Carthage, TX. 

Upshur County Patriots # 2109, Gilmer 1st Tuesday 7 pm Upshur Co. Museum, 119 Simp-
son, Gilmer 

Lt. David Reynolds # 2270, Mt. Pleasant 3rd Monday 6:30 pm, Old Community Center, Hwy 
67 east, Mt. Pleasant, TX 

Red Diamond Camp  2193 meets at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd Thursday of each month at: the 
Elks Lodge 
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Children and Youth Page 

Greetings gentleman, 

This  feature of our newsletter is a page for our children.   Each edition 
will have either a page they can color or a story to teach them about the 
Confederacy. Submissions are very welcome, and can be sent to me at 
a.rebel.always@gmail.com, with the subject line “Children / Youth Page.” 

Allen Lawrence  Editor.  
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Confederate, Cook, and UCV participate  

 

 

 

By: 1st Lt Cdr Tony T. Williams, Ed.S., PhD(h.c.)  

Jefferson Shields, (1829-1918), was the personal servant to Colonel James Kerr Edmondson 
of the 27th Virginia Infantry Regiment.  

Mr. Jefferson Shields was often seen in uniform, with United Confederate Veteran medals, 
and a top hat. Shields attended many Civil War Veteran's reunions and was voted in as a 
member of the Stonewall Brigade at a reunion in Staunton, Virginia. His gravesite is marked 
with a military grave marker that reads "Jefferson Shields, Pvt. Co. H 27th Va. Inf., Stone-
wall Brigade, Confederate States Army" at the Evergreen Cemetery, in Lexington, Virginia.  

Confederate officers regularly brought slaves with them as “servants,” and Shields was 
among several former camp slaves and foragers who later embraced this role. A brief 1903 
announcement in the Richmond Times Dispatch states:  

“Uncle” Jefferson Shields, the old Confederate negro, who has gained considerable notoriety 
because of his having cooked for General “Stonewall” Jackson during the civil war, has had a 
number of photographs taken in his Confederate uniform of gray, recently presented to him 
by the Daughters of the Confederacy, of Wytheville, Va. He expects to sell a great many of 
these pictures during the approaching General Assembly of the Southern Presbyterian, which 
will meet here in May next.  
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A longer article, printed in Columbia, South Carolina’s The State in 1910 was titled simply: 
“He’s a Confederate. Jeff Shields Wears the Proudest Decorations in the World.” This piece 
claims Shields as the last living member of “the colored Sunday school class that Gen. Jack-
son taught at Lexington before the commencement of hostilities between the states” and 
notes that after speaking at the Stonewall Brigade reunion he was “ordered by a unanimous 
vote, and applause, to be enrolled as a member” in 1901. Shields was active for at least a 
decade at reunions, and marched in parades with a live chicken under his arm to represent 
his role as a forager.  
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My Confederate Ancestor 
Each month THE TIGER will feature a story of a Taylor Camp member’s Confederate Ances-
tor. If you would like your ancestor included, please send his story or service information to 
me in your own words at awl1957@outlook.com Pictures of your ancestor are welcome.  

Our featured ancestor this month is: Private John Henry Land of the 54th Georgia Infantry 

submitted by his Great Great Grandson Chuck McMichael 

John Henry Land 

John Henry Land was born in Harris County, Georgia on December 10th 1845. He was the 
son of Jacob Land and Anna Herrin, and was the 8th of 12 children. 

He enlisted in Company H of the 54th Georgia Infantry on May 12 1862 in Columbus, Geor-
gia. His brother Aaron Land served as Lieutenant of the Company. Five Land brothers served 
in the Confederate army. 

His unit served in the Army of Tennessee. They were very heavily engaged at the Battle of 
Kennesaw Mountain. His Regiment was surrendered and paroled at Greensboro, North Caro-
lina on May 1, 1865. 

After the war he married Anna Missouri Lokey. The Lokeys were a very prominent family in 
the area. Three of the Land brothers married three of the Lokey sisters.  

In the early 1870's John and Anna and their growing family moved to Caddo Parish, Louisi-
ana. Many of the Lands and Lokeys moved to northwest Louisiana and east Texas area during 
this time. Much of this can probably be attributed to the fact that much of that region of 
Georgia was in ruin. Also family legend has it that several of them left because of the heat of 
the Occupation forces on those engaged in "Neighborhood watch" activities. 

John and Missouri Land would go on to have eight children. He spent most of his life as a 
farmer. Later in life he would receive a Confederate Pension from the State of Louisiana. 
Many of the Lands and Lokeys would attend UCV reunions through out these years. 

John passed this life June 12, 1914 and Missouri soon after on Oct 16th of the same year. 
They are both buried in the Vivian City Cemetery. In the late 1990s a Confederate Marker 
was placed on his grave. A dedication ceremony was held by the Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor 
Camp, Sons of Confederate Veterans. 
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“A nation which does not remember what it was yesterday does 
not know where it is today.” 

~ Robert E. Lee 

John Henry Land 
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                       Confederate Generals 

From the book  The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals by Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr.  
(printed with permission) 

JEAN-JACQUES-ALFRED-ALEXANDRE “ALFRED” MOUTON was born on February 
18, 1829, in Opelousas, Louisiana. His father was Alexandre Mouton, governor of Louisi-
ana. Alfred entered the U.S. Military Academy in 1846. He was a native French speaker, 
and West Point was his first experience in an English-speaking institution. He had to master 
not only a difficult curriculum, but also what for him was a foreign language as well. He did 
so and graduated in 1850 but resigned his commission in September. He returned to South 
Louisiana and helped run his father’s huge sugarcane plantation, which employed two hun-
dred slaves. Alfred proved to be a successful manager. He also joined the Louisiana Militia, 
became a brigadier general in 1856, and was renowned as a local hero for his work in crack-
ing down on criminal gangs. He was a tough-looking and big man, standing more than six 
feet tall, weighing 210 pounds, and sporting a thick, dark, full beard. 

When the Civil War began, Mouton organized an infantry company in Lafayette Parish. On 
October 5, 1861, he was elected colonel of the 18th Louisiana Infantry. He fought at Shiloh 
(April 6–7, 1862), and was severely wounded leading a charge. On April 16, 1862, while 
still recuperating in the hospital, he was promoted to brigadier general and named com-
mander of a Louisiana brigade. He was then temporarily commander of the forces of West-
ern Louisiana before coming under the command of General Richard Taylor. 

In 1864, Mouton fought in the Red River Campaign. On April 8, 1864, General Taylor 
launched a shattering counteroffensive against the Union forces near Mansfield. He chose 
Mouton to lead the first attack. Mouton drew his sword and gave the order: “Let us charge 
them right in the face and throw them into the valley!” 

Taylor remembered Mouton’s charge as “magnificent.” It broke the Union front and turned 
the entire campaign in the Confederates’ favor, but the costs were high. Among the casual-
ties was General Mouton. He pushed too far forward, and as the 48th Ohio fired its last or-
ganized volley, five bullets hit him in the chest. He slid off his horse and died without say-
ing a word. He was thirty-five years old. For the rest of the battle, “Mouton!” was the battle 
cry of the Confederate Army. 

Alfred Mouton was buried on the battlefield at Mansfield. He was reinterred in his family’s 
burial plot at St. John’s Cemetery in Lafayette, Louisiana. 
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Mansfield State Historic 
Site 

Just 35 miles south of Shreveport lies one of our most important 
Confederate Heritage sites in this area. Located on La. Hwy 175 
about 3 miles south of Mansfield, many of us still call it the 
Mansfield Battle Park and most of us have been there many 
times during our lives. But when was the last time you visited 
the Museum? With constant State budget cuts looming, the 
fates of all State Parks lie with their annual attendance. It is a 
classic example of USE IT or LOSE IT.  

 

Please support this important part of our history by visiting the park on a regular basis. The park 
staff make it easy and interesting by presenting special programs each month. Please check “The 
Louisiana Tiger” each month for a listing of the upcoming programs. You can also find detailed 
information at the Mansfield State Historic Site Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/
MansfieldSHS  

 

Mansfield State Historic Site is located on La. Hwy. 175, three miles south of Mansfield. Admis-
sions are $4.00 per person ages 4-61; seniors 62 and over and children 3 and under, Admissions   

free 

http://www.facebook.com/MansfieldSHS
http://www.facebook.com/MansfieldSHS

