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Quote of the Month 
 
 

“Any society which suppresses the heritage of its conquered minorities, prevents their history, or denies 
them their symbols, has sown the seeds of their own destruction.” Sir William Wallace, 1281 
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Next Camp Meeting 
 

February 2, 2012 
 

Camp meetings begin at 7:00pm on 
the first Thursday of each month at 

El Chico’s at 4015 Fern Ave.  
 

Family & Friends are Welcome 
Come early and dine 
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Commanders Dispatch 
by Bobby G. Herring 

 

Black History Month & Black Confederates 
 

Every February is designated Black History Month, yet we don’t seem to get many invitations to participate in 
Black History Month events. Now I am guessing that when many of you read that, the first thought that passed 
through your mind was ….duh! Some of you may even think I was just saying it tongue-in-cheek. Yet every one of 
us should know that Black history and Confederate history are completely intertwined, and that it goes far beyond 
the negative connotations of slavery that seem to be the only connections our politically correct media will explore 
anymore. It is up to us the share some Black History stores that the media simply does not want to admit. 
 

We should all know the story of President Davis’s adopted son Jim Limber, who was taken from the Davis family 
by Union troops, never to be seen or heard from again, simply because he was black. Each of us should also know 
the stories of the black Confederate soldiers who fought side by side with our Confederate ancestors to defend the 
South from Union invaders {the same Union invaders that segregated its black soldiers from the white troops).  
 

If you’ve been to any of the Sons of Confederate Veterans Reunions in the last 10 years or so, you have probably 
met fellow SCV member Mr. Nelson Winbush. Mr. Winbush will proudly tell you the story of his maternal 
grandfather Louis Napoleon Nelson, a black Confederate Soldier who fought with Nathan Bedford Forrest..  
 

At the beginning of the war Louis Nelson was a slave who 
accompanied his master’s sons to war as a servant. He soon 
became a private in the 7th Tennessee Cavalry Co. M. as a 
cook. Private Nelson was later made a rifleman, and 
eventually became the unit Chaplain. It is easy to understand 
why he was made Chaplain, as he had memorized the entire 
King James Bible by heart. In 1920 Louis Nelson applied for 
a Confederate Pension from the State of Tennessee which he 
received until his death in 1934. 
 

Mr. Nelson Winbush, who was born in 1929, grew up in the 
house his grandfather Louis Nelson built in Ripley, Tennessee 
in 1908. He can still vividly remember the stories his 
grandfather told him of slavery and his Confederate service. 
His grandparents and parents stressed education to the family, 
so he would go on to earn a Masters Degree and become a 
teacher and assistant principal, and is now retired in Florida.  
 

He is currently a member of the Jacob Summerlin Camp 
#1516 in Kissimmee, Florida, and is usually sought out to be 
interviewed by the local media at every SCV reunion. He 
proudly tells our story as well as, or better, than any of us. He 
defiantly tells the media that the war was fought over “states 
rights” and not slavery. He also points out that the South 
seceded because it was disproportionately taxed, and that 
Lincoln did not free any slaves. In one of his speeches 
defending his Confederate Heritage Mr. Winbush proclaimed 
“Black is nothing but a darker shade of Rebel Gray”.  
 

One of Mr. Winbush’s videos is currently featured on a website dedicated to Black Confederates and I have included 
the link below. I urge you to click on this link and explore this website, and I would also suggest that you click on the 
Documentaries link and check out some other interesting stories about descendants of Black Confederates: 

http://blackconfederatesoldiers.com/documentary_nelson_winbush_descendant_of_louis_napoleon_nelson_18.html 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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Private Louis Nelson & Young Nelson Winbush 
I think Nelson now bears a remarkable resemblance 

to his grandfather. 



 
 

Commanders Dispatch (continued) 
 

The story of Pvt. Louis Nelson is by no means an isolated story. In a newspaper story done by local historian and 
Taylor Camp member Eric Brock back in March of 2001, he point out that many historical revisionist to this day 
will deny that there were any black Confederates at all, while others may admit that there were some black 
Confederates, but they will claim that they were coerced into service by their slave masters. Brock pointed out that 
over 35,000 free black men and slaves enlisted in the Confederate Army of their own free will, and at least 17,000 
of them took up arms and served in front line positions. 
 

We all know the injustices our Confederate ancestors were forced to endure after the war, as they had their 
property, voting rights, and their even their very heritage, taken from them. In many ways Black Confederates were 
forced to endure more. As the Union Army slashed and burned its way through the South, it forced captured Black 
Confederates to join the segregated ranks of the Union Army. When the war was over the Union denied these black 
soldiers their rightful pensions claiming they were just contraband and not really soldiers at all. 
 

Levi Carnine Memorial 
 

It is up to us to make sure the sacrifices of these men are not forgotten and the true story of the Black Confederate is 
told. To that end, the Richard Taylor Camp and James Beard Camp will host a Memorial service on February 18, 2012 

at 2:00pm at the Mansfield Cemetery at the end of Van Buren 
St. in Mansfield, Louisiana. The Memorial will be for Levi 
Carnine, a Black Confederate soldier from Mansfield who 
served with the DeSoto Pelican Rifles as they fought 
throughout Virginia.   
 

I am not going to tell you the whole story of Levi Carnine at 
this time, so that it will be fresh to you when you hear it at 
the Memorial. I will tell you that he is buried in the 
Confederate section where the Confederate casualties of the 
Battle of Mansfield are buried. Several years ago David Hill 
had a new Confederate marker made for Levi Carnine, and I 
had the honor of helping him install it. A few months later 
H.K Edgerton was in Shreveport and David and I took him to 
Levi Carnine’s grave, and I found it quite moving. If you 
don’t know H.K. just Google his name, or Black Confederate, 
and you can see many videos and articles about him. 
 

When we began planning this Memorial for Levi Carnine we 
knew that there had been one around 10 years ago. We chose 
February 18th, so it would be in Black History Month, but we 
did not realize until later that the last Memorial was also on 
February 18th, back in 2001. I hope you will all join us in 
making this a fitting Memorial to a deserving man. 

 
 

78th Annual Lee Luncheon 
 

Before I finish, I must thank the ladies of the Shreveport Chapter UDC for the Lee Luncheon they held on January 
21st. I know they put a lot of love and work into this banquet each year, which makes it the perfect way to celebrate 
the birthdays of Lee and Jackson. I believe there were around 50 people at this year’s banquet, and I am told they 
raised over $1,000 that will be used for the protection of the Caddo Parish Confederate Monument. 
 

Next Camp Meeting 
 

I hope you will come join us at our next Camp meeting on February 5th.  Our program 
will be given by Louisiana Division Commander David Hill, and his topic will be the 
Louisiana Guardian Program. Please don’t forget to check out all the “Coming Events” 
on the next page, and mark you calendars for the Highland Mardi Gras Parade. 

H.K. Edgerton at Levi Carnine Grave 
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Taylor Camp Commander 

 
goodolerebel@comcast.net 

 



 
 
 

Calendar of Events 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Please wish the following Taylor Camp 
Members a “Happy Birthday”  

 

FFFeeebbbrrr uuuaaarrr yyy   888   –––   WWWaaalll ttt    HHHeeerrr nnn   
   

FFFeeebbbrrr uuuaaarrr yyy   888   –––   SSSttteeevvveeennn   HHHiii ttt ttt    
   

FFFeeebbbrrr uuuaaarrr yyy   999   –––   BBBrrr aaadddeeennn   TTTyyyllleeerrr    HHHeeerrr rrr iii nnnggg   
   

FFFeeebbbrrr uuuaaarrr yyy   111222   –––   JJJaaaccckkkiii eee   LLL eeeeee   PPPeeettteeerrr sss   
   

FFFeeebbbrrr uuuaaarrr yyy   222888   –––   JJJooossseeeppphhh   CCCaaagggeee   
   

And don’t forget our Confederate Heroes 
 

FFFeeebbb   222,,,   111888000333   –––   GGGeeennn   AAAlll bbbeeerrr ttt    SSS...   JJJooohhhnnnssstttooonnn   
   

FFFeeebbb   333,,,   111888000777   –––   GGGeeennn   JJJooossseeeppphhh   EEE...   JJJooohhhnnnssstttooonnn   
   

FFFeeebbb   666,,,   111888333333   –––   GGGeeennn   JJJEEEBBB   SSStttuuuaaarrr ttt    
   

FFFeeebbb   888,,,   111888111777   –––   GGGeeennn   RRRiii ccchhhaaarrr ddd   EEEwwweeelll lll    
   

FFFeeebbb   111000,,,   111888222999   –––   GGGeeennn   AAAlll fff rrr eeeddd   MMM ooouuutttooonnn   
   

FFFeeebbb...111111,,,   111888111222   –––   AAAlll eeexxxaaannndddeeerrr    SSSttteeeppphhheeennnsss   
   

FFFeeebbb   111888,,,   111888111777   –––   GGGeeennn   LLL eeewwwiii sss   AAArrr mmmiii sssttteeeaaaddd   
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Next Taylor Camp Meeting 
 

Our next Taylor Camp Meeting will be February 2, 2012. Louisiana 
Division Commander David Hill will give an presentation on the 
Louisiana’s Guardian Program that is designed to find, mark, and 
protect, Confederate graves in Louisiana.  
 

February Birthdays 
 

If your January birthday is not listed below, it is only 
because we don’t know it. E-mail it to me at 
goodolerebel@comcast.net and we will include it at the 
appropriate time each year and send you birthday 
greetings. 

Coming Events 
 

February 11th – SCV Leadership Workshop – To be 
held at the Clarion Inn in Monroe. CIC Michael Givens, 
Lt. CIC Barrow, Adjutant in Chief Chuck Rand, and 
Heritage Defense Chief Tom Hiter, will all be present to 
give training. While it is primarily for Commanders and 
Adjutants, all members are welcome. Registration is $14 
(includes lunch) and will be handled by General 
Headquarters in Elm Springs. You may mail a reservation 
with a check, or call (800) 380-1896 ext 209 (Cindy) with 
your credit card information (MC, VISA or AMEX).  You 
can also email:  accounting@scv.org 
 

February 11th – Monroe Mardi Gras Parade – The 
Parade begins around dark, but you will need to line up by 
3:00pm as they begin to shut the roads. Line up is around 
the 1400 block of Natchitoches St. in West Monroe. 
 

February 18th – Levi Carnine Memorial in Mansfield – 
To be held at 2:00 pm at Mansfield Cemetery. See story on 
page 3 for details. 
; 

February 19th – Highland Mardi Gras Parade – The 
Parade starts at 2:00pm. but you will need to line up by 
12:00pm on Creswell Ave. (between Gladstone & 
Stephenson) behind Byrd High School. 
 

February 25th – Richmond Sesquicentennial Event – 
This is the SCV National Event for 2012. For details and 
lodging information please click on the following link: 

http://confederate150.com/2012.html 
 

 

Support our Northwest Brigade  
Brother Camps 

(all camp meetings begin at 7:00 pm) 
 

Feb. 7th – (every second Tuesday) 
Col. S. Russell Camp – Natchitoches 
Natchitoches Art Center 716 2nd Street 
 

Feb. 9th – (every second Thursday) 
Col. James Beard Camp – Logansport 
Brand new DeSoto Parish Library  
 

Feb. 16th – (every third Thursday) 
Br.Gen. Thomas Scott Camp – Minden 
Exacta Inn Sibley Road (exit 47) 
 

Feb. 20th – (every third Monday) 
Col. Leon Marks Camp – Shreveport 
Podnuh’s BBQ Shreveport Barksdale Hwy 
 

Feb. 23rd – (every fourth Thursday) 
Claiborne Invincibles Camp – Claiborne Parish 
Community Center in Marsalis, La.   
 

Keep up with Current Events 
 

Do you want the latest news on what is going on in the 
Louisiana Division sent directly to you by e-mail? 
 

For members of the SCV the best way to keep up with all the 
events, times, and dates around the state is to subscribe to the 
Louisiana Division List. Just e-mail Richard Gandy at 
news@lascv.com and ask him to add you to the list. 
 



 

General P.G.T. Beauregard is the central figure of this 
$20 note issued from Shreveport on March 10, 1863. 

 
 

 
   

 

Please remember that the information contained in the Adjutant’s Report is a recording of our most recent Camp 
Meeting’s minutes. It is not meant to be a calendar for future events. Sometimes the information in this section may seem 
repetitive or outdated, but it is important that we accurately report our camp minutes. The minutes will be open for 
discussion at the next camp meeting where we can vote to make adjustments or corrections, or accept them as they are. 

 

 

Adjutant’s Report 
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Adjutants Report (continued from page 5) 
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Stafford Camp Biographies 

by Louisiana Division Commander David Hill 
rebelyell1861@comcast.net  

 

What began in 1884 as the Benevolent Association of Confederate Veterans in Shreveport, the 
Gen. Leroy Stafford Camp became Camp #3 of the United Confederate Veterans when it was 
formed in 1891. During the 60 year existence of the two organizations, over 250 Confederate 
Veterans were members, until the last member died in 1944. 
 

Division Commander David Hill has been compiling information on those Confederate 
Veterans and writing their biographies. These men were often the leaders of Shreveport and 
the surrounding communities from the end of the war, well into the early 20th century. 
 

Each month David usually shares one of these stories with us at our camp meetings. I have 
asked David to also share a biography with us each month in The Tiger. 
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Gen. Leroy Augustus  
Stafford  
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“Morgan’s Men”  Captured during Morgan’s Raid. L to R: 
Capt. William. Currey, Lt. Andrew Church, Lt. L..Hathaway, 
Lt. Henry Brown, and Lt. William Hays, in a Union prison. 
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Sesquicentennial Moments 
of February 1862 
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Gen. John B. Floyd (CSA) Gen. Gideon J. Pillow (CSA) 
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Gun emplacements overlooking the Cumberland River 
at Fort Donelson 
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John 2  (KJV)  
 

1 And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the 
mother of Jesus was there: 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, 
to the marriage. 3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith 
unto him, They have no wine. 4 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I 
to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 5 His mother saith unto the 
servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6 And there were set there 
six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
containing two or three firkins apiece. 7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the 
waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim. 8 And he saith 
unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And 
they bare it. 9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was 
made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the 
water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, 10 And 
saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and  

When men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. 11 This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.  
 

This must have been some very good wine that even the governor complimented on the quality. He thought 
they saved the best for last. But what they did not understand was that Jesus changed time.  
 

CCChhhaaappplllaaaiiinnnsss   ooofff    ttthhheee   SSSooouuuttthhh      
from  Chaplains in Grey by Charles Pitts 

 

Rev. Jeremiah B. Jeter, DD . of the Grace Street Baptist Church was one of the 
most useful Pastors in Richmond, and one of the most untiring and successful 
workers among the soldiers. For many years he was one of the ablest and most 
influential leaders in his denomination, and soon after the war he became one of 
the editors of the Religious Herald, and died, recognized as one of the ablest 
thinkers, soundest theologians, clearest writers, wisest leaders, and most 
influential men in his denomination, or among evangelical Christians. 
 

Jeremiah B. Jeter was born in Bedford County, Virginia on July 18, 1802, and 
died Feb. 18, 1880, at the advanced age of seventy-eight years.  
                                  

                                                                                                                                                                        Jeremiah B. Jeter 
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The Louisiana Division had established a Guardian Program  that is designed to preserve the final resting 
places of our Confederate ancestors and document them for future generations. It can be your own 
Confederate ancestor or any other Confederate veteran whose grave you will commit to maintain and honor. 

 

You must submit a Guardian Application Form to become part of the program. 
There is a one-time cost of $10 for each grave you commit to maintain, for which 
you will receive a Guardian Pin and a Guardian Certificate. You may sign up for as 
many graves as you wish, but please remember you are making a solemn 
commitment to maintain these graves. 
 

For details on the program you can click the following links: 
 

          Louisiana Division Website:  www.lascv.com/index.html  
 

          Guardian Info Sheet: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/info.pdf 
 

          Guardian Application Form: www.lascv.com/lgfiles/form.pdf 
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“Chaplain’s Chat” 
by Taylor Camp Chaplain 

Ben Head 
rebelhead1@bellsouth.net 

 



Stephen Dill Lee 
postwar 

General Stephen Dill Lee 
1862 

 
 
 

 

  
 

THE LAST HOME OF 
GENERAL STEPHEN D. LEE 

 

General S. D. Lee was the 2nd Commander-in-Chief of the United 
Confederate Veterans and the visionary that realized the organization 
would only continue with the participation of the descendants of those 
veterans. In his speech on April 25, 1906, he gave the fledgling SCV “The 
Charge”  that we recite today. His last home, the Blewett-Harrison-Lee 
House in Columbus, Mississippi is on the National Register of Historic 
Places and has been declared a Mississippi Landmark.  
 

The home was built by Major Thomas G. Blewett in 1847 in the Italianate 
Style. It consisted of 12 rooms, a two story conservatory overlooking a 
flower garden, a separate kitchen connected by walkway, a Roman bath 
house, stables and slave quarters. The original structures were constructed 
by local artisans of bricks made on site and hand hewn timbers. They once 
covered an entire city block.  
 

Major Blewett came to the area in 1832 making his wealth from his three area 
plantations. During the Civil War, he supported the Confederacy with both 
money and outfitting a company of men led by his son. He also invited many 
Confederate officers and staff to his home as guests. Among those were 
General Leonidas Polk, Daniel Ruggles, and Lt. General Stephen D. Lee   

 

Major Blewett came to the area in 1832 making his wealth from his three area plantations. During the Civil War, he 
supported the Confederacy with both money and outfitting a company of men led by his son. He also invited many 
Confederate officers and staff to his home as guests. Among those were General Leonidas Polk, Daniel Ruggles 
and Lt. General Stephen D. Lee.  
 

After the war General Lee returned to Columbus and married Major Blewett’s granddaughter, Regina. However, 
the house would not become his permanent home for over 25 years. After Major Blewett’s death in 1871, the 

property was acquired by his 
daughter, Regina Harrison. Then 
upon her death in 1890, the house 
went to her daughters: Mary 
Harrison, who never married and 
Regina, who was the wife of General 
Lee. And even though the Lees 
occupied a home on the A & M 
College Campus, they divided their 
time between the college and the 
house in Columbus. Finally in 1899, 
they moved permanently to the 
Blewett-Harrison-Lee House and 
lived there until their deaths: Regina 
in 1902 and General Lee in 1908. 
Regina’s sister, Mary, was the last 
family member to live in the home. 
After her death in 1916, it was 
inherited by Regina and General 
Lee’s only child, Blewett H. Lee, who 
sold the property to the Columbus 
School Board. 

 (continued on page 13) 
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“Grape Shot” 
by 1st Lt. Commander 

J.C. Hanna 
 

jc1120@bellsouth.net 
 



 

Laughter is Good for the Soul 
 

This is the story of the poor blonde flying in a two-seater airplane with just the pilot. He has a heart attack and 
dies. She frantically calls a May Day: 
  

"May Day !!    May Day !!    Help me !!    Help me !!   My pilot had a heart attack and is dead. And I don't know 
how to fly.  Help me !!    Please help me !!"  
  

All of a sudden she hears a voice over the radio saying: "This is the tower. I have received your message and I 
will talk you through it.  I've had a lot of experience with this kind of problem. Now, just relax. Everything will be 
fine!! Now give me your height and position." 
  

She says, "I'm 5'4" and I'm in the front seat." 
  

"O.K." says the voice from the tower.  "Repeat after me:  Our Father. . . Who art in Heaven. . ." 

 

Lee Home in Columbus, Mississippi circa 1900 

 
 

Stephen D. Lee Home (continued from page 12) 
 

The Stephen D. Lee High School was soon built with the old home adjoining the new structure to serve as a 
cafeteria and Home Economics wing. After also being used as a Junior High and surviving a fire, the Association 
for the Preservation of Antiquities of Columbus and Lowndes County created the S. D. Lee Foundation in 1960 
and restored the central house which was all that remained of the original structure. Family members have returned 

some of the original furnishings and paintings to the home. 
And in 1970, the original wrought-iron fence was given to 
the Foundation and has been reinstalled. The Florence 
McLeod Hazard Museum and the S.D. Lee Chapter of the 
UDC Room containing historical items of the area, Civil 
War artifacts, period clothing and some personal 
memorabilia of S.D. Lee, occupy the upstairs area. 
 

The last home of General Stephen D. Lee is located at 
316 Seventh Street North, Columbus, MS and is open 
to the public 10 am to 4 pm each Friday, or by 
appointment. Admission is free to all SCV members. 
They can be reached at 800/920-3533 or 
leehomemuseum@yahoo.com.  The graves of General 
Lee, his wife and son are also in Columbus in the 
Friendship Cemetery, 4th Street South.  Additionally, 
the cemetery contains four other Confederate 
Generals along with 2,200 Confederate soldiers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Do You Shop on the Internet? 
 

Did you know that you can earn 
money for the SCV as you shop some 
of your favorite sites on the internet? 
You can even download a We-Care 
reminder that will automatically pop up 
when you visit one of the hundreds of 
sites that participate in the program. 
Just go to www.scv.we-care.com for 
details on this free program. 
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Confederate Veteran 
 

What did our Confederate Ancestors, and their Sons and Daughters, think about the War and its aftermath? The answer is in 
their magazine, the original Confederate Veteran, which was printed from 1893 to 1932 and told their stories and experiences.  
It not only gives us insight into their lives surrounding the War; it also gives us a glimpse of the late 19th and early 20th Century. 
 

This month’s clippings are from the February 1902 Issue 
 

Below: I am sure you have all heard the story of Capt. 
Carter at the Battle of Franklin and how he was 
mortally wounded just yards from his family home. 
The article below is a veteran’s memories of that day. 

 

The gentleman pictured on the left is 1st Lt. N.B. Bowyer of 
the Tenth Virginia Cavalry. The story of his participation 
and memories of Appomattox are on the next page. 
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Lt. Gen. Richard Taylor Camp #1308 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 

P.O. Box 5486 
Shreveport, Louisiana  71135-5486 


